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It is with the delegated authority of the IUGS President and 
Secretary General and on behalf of the International 
Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) that the vote by the ICS 
Subcommission on Quaternary Stratigraphy (SQS) to reject the 
proposal for an Anthropocene Epoch as a formal unit of the 
Geologic Time Scale is approved. The voting members of SQS 
have extensive experience and wide expertise in Quaternary 
stratigraphy and chronology. Their vote was approved by the 
ICS executive, and that approval was overwhelmingly 
supported by the chairs of the ICS subcommissions. Despite its 
rejection as a formal unit of the Geologic Time Scale, 
Anthropocene will nevertheless continue to be used not only 
by Earth and environmental scientists, but also by social 
scientists, politicians and economists, as well as by the public 
at large. It will remain an invaluable descriptor of human 
impact on the Earth system. 
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