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News at a Glance 
 

1. News from the IUGS Secretary General Stan Finney 

2. Coming Soon: RFG 2018  16th to 21 June in Vancouver, Canada  

3. IUGS Journal EPISODES 

4. New international geoscience textbook 

5. The forthcoming Quadrennial IAGOD Symposium in Argentina; the first to be 
hosted in South America 

6. Global Black Soil Critical Zone Geo-Ecological Survey (BASGES) 

7. Mineral resources for a low-carbon and sustainable future 

8. Global Stone Congress in Ilheus (Bahia), Brazil 

9. ñAnniversariesò: INHIGEO, IGC 1968 50 years ago 

10. Geolodía 18: Look where you walk  

11. IUGS PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 

12. UNESCO Global Geopark: Las Loras, Spain 

13. IAPG - International Association for Promoting Geoethics 

14. IUGS Initiative on Forensic Geology - obituary of Dr R C Murray 

 
1. News from the IUGS Secretary General Stan Finney 

Please visit the IUGS Facebook page if you have not seen it.  IUGS Councilor Amel 

Barich manages it and regularly posts news, reports, and activities of interest.  Many officers 

and members of the IUGS are making final preparations for RFG2018 to be held  in Vancouver, 

Canada, 16-21 June 2018.   The organizers have developed a large, varied technical program 

and an impressive group of keynote speakers. In the last month, the IUGS Executive Committee 

voted: 

1) to approve Myanmar as an Adhering Member with provisional status, once the annual 

subscription is paid, until a vote on active status at the meeting of the IUGS-IGC Council at the 

36th IGC ;   

2) to approve continuation of IUGS as an Associate Member of OneGeology;  
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3) to approve the placement of the IUGS logo and that of the IUGS Commission on 

Geoscience Education, Training and Technology Transfer (COGE) on a digital geoscience 

textbook written by members of COGE and the International Geoscience Education 

Orgranization;  

4) to approve Dr. Dolores Pereira, University of Salamanca, Spain, as chair of the IUGS 

Publications Committee (2018-2022), membership of the Publications Committee, and changes 

to IUGS statutes to accommodate a Publications Committee for a four-year term that begins 

and ends in the mid-terms of two successive IUGS Executive Committees.   

The IUGS Bureau will meet in Vancouver, Canada, 20-21 June 2018 and will meet in 

Japan in November 2018.   

 
 

2. Coming Soon: RFG 2018  16th to 21 June in Vancouver, Canada 

 

Human existence and progress is based on a sustainable supply of energy, minerals 

and water.  In order to provide resources, we must understand the complexity of the Earth. 

Equally important is the need to develop and utilize these resources in better and cleaner ways 

that minimize impacts.  Success will require a consensus on how we work together.  

The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), the Canadian Federation of 

Earth Sciences (CFES), the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM), the 

Geological Association of Canada (GAC) and the Mineralogical Association of Canada (MAC) 

are partnering to bring industry, academia and governments and civil society together to tackle 

these issues. 

The Resources for Future Generations conference (RFG2018) takes its theme from a 

new IUGS initiative of the same name designed to mobilize geoscientists, policy-makers and 

other stakeholders to explore resource and related sustainability issues. 
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45 plenary and keynote speakers are confirmed to present over 4 days on different 

themes of the conference. You do not want to miss them! Scheduling 1,200 oral presentations 

is quite the task. With the detailed schedule of presentations to be published by the end of April, 

download the list of sessions being presented. 

 

What to expect: 

We aim to provide participants with a program that will explore six vital and inter-related themes 

that are multidisciplinary in nature: the Earth, Energy, Minerals, Water, Resources and Society, 

and Education and Knowledge. Grounded in fundamental earth science, the conference will 

serve as a forum for participants to discuss their research initiatives and activities, as well as 

the key issues and trends. These topics are central to the United Nations 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals. This unique collaborative event will provide an unprecedented view of the 

earth and the availability of resources for human sustainability. Expect big picture thinking, 

dialogue, technical presentations, and social interaction. Established science, innovation, 

policy, social benefits, and impact will all be part of RFG2018. 

 

Download the programme at http://www.rfg2018.org/ and consult the last two pages of this E-

Bulletin. 

Organizers 

   

Supporters 
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3. IUGS Journal EPISODES 

Please note that in March 2018 the new online submission and review system for papers 

submitted to Episodes became available on the Episodes website  www.episodes.org. 

All papers should now be submitted via the website. 

It is expected that in a few weeks time all approved papers for publication in the journal 

will be published online first so authors and readers will no longer have to wait for the printed 

issue to be published.  

 

4. A new international geoscience textbook 

An International geoscience textbook is 

being written for 16-year olds and their teachers. 

The initial óInternational versionô should be 

published online for free download by the time of 

Resources for Future Generations conference in 

Vancouver in June. After that, colleagues around 

the world are invited to óregionaliseô the textbook for 

their own country or region, by replacing the 

international photos with local photos, adding 

geoscience óinterest boxes for their own region and 

translating the text, where necessary. In this way 

they can produce a freely downloadable geoscience 

textbook for their own region or country. 

Cover of the international version of the textbook. 
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Introductory chapter of the geoscience textbook. 

 

 

One of the textbook diagrams ï drawn with no labels to assist the translators. 
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5. The forthcoming Quadrennial IAGOD Symposium in Argentina; the first 

to be hosted in South America 

 

The 15th Quadrennial International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits 

Symposium will be held in the city of Salta, Argentina, 28th to 31st August 2018. The focal 

theme for this Symposium is: ñOre deposits: providing resources for present and future 

generationsò. It is worth highlighting that this is the first time for both Argentina and South 

America to host such important meeting.  

South America, particularly the Andean region includes some of the richest metallogenic 

provinces in the world, such as the richest Cu-Mo province, one of the most extensive and rich 

Sn belts, one of the richest Sb belts, the most important concentrations of Li in salars and one 

of the richest borates provinces. Also it hosts some of the largest individual ore deposits such 

as Cerro Rico de Potosí, Llallagua, Chuquicamata and El Teniente mines. 

South America offers excellent geology, hosting world class mineral deposits covering 

the past 2 billion years of Earthôs Metallogenic history, encompassing almost every conceivable 

metallogenic process. Thus the region offers something that will tempt every economic 

geologist and metallogenist. The Symposium also provides an invaluable occasion for training 
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local scientists in various aspects of metallogeny and research tools. Argentina commits to 

enhance the participation in the IAGOD Symposium of young geoscientists, students and 

delegates from less advantaged countries from around the globe. 

Further information can be accessed through the website: http://15iagods.org/ 

 

6. Global Black Soil Critical Zone Geo-Ecological Survey 

(BASGES) 

Shenyang Geological Survey of China Geological (SGS) Survey proposed an Initiative, 

last August, on Geo-ecological Survey and Comparisons of Global Black Soils (Mollisols) 

Critical Zones based on their geochemical survey and remote sensing dataset collected since 

2006 in Northeast China. Since then, they have begun to connect with other countries that have 

black soils. 

SGS organized the 1st workshop on BASGES in Shenyang last December. 15 

international institutes from 10 countries including IUGS CGGB, USGS, EuroGeoSurveys, and 

the Russian Academy of Science etc. were represented at  the workshop. The scientists signed 

an Initiative on Global Black Soil Critical Zone Geo-Ecological Survey together to shew their 

interests on black soils. The scientists proposed together to register the IBSS as a collaboration 

platform for the black soil research. It was registered successfully now, and an opening 

ceremony is expected to be held during the 2nd workshop on BASGES. 

The black soil research team proposed an IGCP program named ñLand resource 

evolution mechanism and its sustainable use in global black soil critical zoneò in 2017. They 

received the result as ñProvisionally for one year without fundingò as a New IGCP-665 Project 

starting in 2018 within Earth Resources Theme. 

SGS has now an annual budget about 5 million USD allocated into the black soil 

research. This will continue in 2018. The scientists are seeking other funds to support this 

research too. 
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7. Mineral resources for low-carbon and sustainable future 

With the support of the Bellona Foundation (Oslo), on Friday 13 April  members of the 

NASIC group gathered in Moscow to hold a symposium on ñMineral resources for low-carbon 

and sustainable futureñ.  The symposium was hosted by the GORPROMEXPO, an event of the 

Russian mining industry and minersô associations at Gostinyy Dvor, Moscow, Russia. 

The purpose of this endeavour was to discuss and exchange views on:  

I. Meeting a two- to threefold increase in the demand of metals and minerals that 

will be needed to deliver the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the new electricity 

generation and transmission technologies to decarbonise the global economy implied by the 

Paris Agreement; 
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