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CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST TO HOST THE 37TH IGC, 2024 
 
The current International Geological Congress Committee (IGCC) and IUGS 
Executives are looking forward to receiving Expression of Interest to host the 37th 
International Congress (IGC) in 2024 from IUGS Member countries. Interested host 
candidates are encouraged to consult with the past and current IGCCs that have 
compiled the bid guideline documents available here. The proceedings of previous 
IGC events are valuable resources for countries interested in submitting a bid.  
 Due to organizational reasons, the final bid documents should be sent to the 
presidents of IGCC and IUGS not later than April 30, 2016. Earlier submissions will 
be highly appreciated! 
 
 
NATURE COMMENT CO-SIGNED BY THE ICSU–ISSC GROUP ON DISASTER 
RISK REDUCTION 
 
Nature has published on 
June 18, 2016 a Comment 
by experts representing 
several GeoUnions, 
including the IUGS and 
several of its affiliated 
organizations. This work is a 
result of collaboration within 
the ICSU–ISSC group on 
disaster risk reduction and 
comes in a challenging 
context of natural hazards 
mitigation.  

‘Public awareness, rigorous risk research and aligned targets will help policy-
makers to increase resilience against natural hazards’ say Susan L. Cutter 
and colleagues, among which Yujiro Okawa represents IUGS. 

Read the full article here. 
 
 

of the scale of disaster risks is hindered by 
the breadth and complexity of research, span-
ning the natural, social and health sciences, 
law, humanities and engineering. 

In March, governments met under the aus-
pices of the United Nations in Sendai, Japan, 
to negotiate an international agreement to 
reverse the rising trend of disaster losses. 
Unlike previous voluntary agreements, the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion 2015–2030 has set measureable targets. 
One goal is to lower average death rates 
and economic losses in 2020–30 relative to 
2005–15 (by what percentage is not specified). 

For the Sendai agreement to succeed, an 
open and comprehensive source of vetted 
information on disaster-risk reduction is 
needed. It would provide evidence for moni-
toring progress towards the goals. We call on 
the scientific community to set up an inter-
national assessment process to feed such 
information into disaster policy and practice.

SPLINTERED APPROACH
The community of disaster-risk researchers 
is small and splintered into disciplines that 
are focused on single natural hazards. Only 
recently have seismologists worked with 
geodesists to determine how changes in 
Earth’s shape and gravity field apply loads to 
faults4. Disaster-medicine researchers rarely 
meet public-health professionals or read 
social-science journals5. Local or indigenous 
knowledge and the on-the-ground experi-
ences of emergency managers and humani-
tarian agencies are often excluded. 

Governments need holistic solutions, not 
incremental proposals that solve one aspect 
but ignore wider ramifications. A move 
towards integrated disaster-risk research — 
bringing together disciplines to focus on par-
ticular problems and social needs — is filling 
this void6. But lack of a critical overview of 

what is known about disaster risk leaves 
politicians without guidance. 

This is why early political efforts to reduce 
disaster losses foundered. The UN desig-
nated the 1990s as the International Dec-
ade for Natural Disaster Reduction, and in 
1999 created the UN Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (UNISDR) to coordinate national 
efforts. In the absence of a legally binding 
treaty with targets, and consequences for not 
achieving them, UNISDR has been largely 
limited to promoting risk awareness and 
facilitating institutional development. 

In 2005, some 168 countries signed up to 
the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), 
pledging to reduce disaster losses by 2015. 
Again, this did not occur. Of the ten costliest 
disasters between 1980 and 2014, those that 
happened after the agreement were more than 
four times as expensive as those in the decade 
before. Increased vulnerability and exposure 
account for some of the increase — but not all.

At least 35 nations, including Colombia, 
Brazil and India, now include disaster risk 

and reduction in their development strat egies. 
Most do not. Many financial donors view 
disasters as interruptions in development, 
not as risks that need to be managed. Disas-
ter-risk-assessment reports are too broad to 
guide municipalities and nations. For exam-
ple, UNISDR’s Global Assessment Reports or 
the World Economic Forum’s Global Risks 
reports provide global and thematic over-
views, often consider risks qualitatively rather 
than quantitatively, and neglect the collective 
impacts of personal choices such as whether 
to purchase insurance or relocate7. 

The Sendai framework calls on govern-
ments to do four things: understand disaster 
risk; strengthen risk governance to manage 
risks across all sectors; invest in risk-reduc-
tion measures that promote resilience; 
and enhance disaster preparedness and 
responses so that nations “build back better” 
in their recovery. It tasks research networks 
with focusing on the root causes of disasters 
and probable emergent risks; supporting 
action by local communities and authori-
ties; and engaging policy-makers. 

REVIEW MECHANISM
A coherent science-based assessment process 
for disaster-risk reduction should be created 
to provide sound knowledge to inform 
decision-making, and to assist governments 
worldwide in setting policies and goals and to 
identify research gaps. By taking an integrated 
approach, such an assessment would go 
beyond previous proposals for international 
panels on natural hazards and disasters8. 

Disaster-risk reports should identify what 
is known and where there are gaps in our 
knowledge. They must summarize informa-
tion relevant to the Sendai targets. And they 
should examine the root causes of vulner-
abilities and exposure, the potential socio-
economic impacts of natural hazards and the 
ways to reduce (if not prevent) human and 
economic losses. Finally, such an assessment 
should provide a mechanism for knowledge 
transfer from research to practice, ensuring 

Build well to save life and property. At least 
since the 1755 Great Lisbon earthquake, 
scientists and politicians have known 
that it is not earthquakes that kill people, 
but the resultant building collapse. Still, 
construction in hazard-prone regions 
frequently flouts standard building codes. 

Invest in pre-disaster mitigation. 
Spending 5–10% of the funds necessary 
for recovery after a disaster on mitigation 
saves lives and resources2. Yet few 
nations bother. The estimated cost of 
protecting New Orleans, Louisiana, against 
hurricanes and flooding, for example, was 
US$14 billion before Hurricane Katrina in 

2005; the total losses actually incurred that 
year were $125 billion. 

Be prepared. Emergency-management 
plans should be practised long before a 
disaster occurs. Preparedness also entails 
warning systems, education, awareness 
raising and risk communication. Most poor 
countries do not do this. For example, when 
Typhoon Haiyan approached the Philippines 
in 2013, had the local emergency managers 
communicated to residents that a tsunami 
was coming — instead of issuing a warning 
using the scientifically correct term ‘storm 
surge’ — more locals would have evacuated 
coastal areas.

H A Z A R D  P R E PA R AT I O N
Three lessons yet to be learned
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CATASTROPHIC RISE
The number of disasters caused by natural events has more than doubled since 1980.
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http://iugs.org/index.php%3Fpage=prev-igc
http://www.nature.com/%E2%80%A6/topCo%E2%80%A6/topLeftColumn/pdf/522277a.pdf
http://www.iugs.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Union-Geological-Sciences-IUGS-4906283
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage


 

EVALUATION OF THE GEOLOGICAL PART OF GGN 2015 APPLICATIONS 
CONCLUDED 
 
IUGS, UNESCO and the Global Geoparks Network would like extend their sincere 
gratitude to each of the evaluators—volunteer experts in the fields relevant to the 
aspiring Global Geopark applications, who were willing to evaluate the geological 
sections of each new Global Geopark application for their international significance—
for the excellent job and the time they dedicated to evaluate the 2015 aspiring Global 
Geoparks. With their valuable contribution it is assured that the concept of the Global 
Geopark is built on expert geoscience knowledge of the geological heritage of global 
importance. Thank you all for helping to preserve the global geoheritage! 
 
 
IUGS JOURNAL EPISODES 
 
The recently announced Scopus Impact Factor for Episodes has now hit 2.0, a 
significant rise over recent years. The journal has been partly strengthened by 
thematic issues but also by high quality papers from all. Our initial aim is to secure 
two thematic issues (one on ophiolites is in progress for the Autumn of 2015) and 
two general issues each year but discussions on other steps towards modernization 
are underway and will be reported in due course. Please help the IUGS journal to 
grow through more excellent geoscience, new proposals for thematic issues 
(perhaps arising from conference sessions or on "hot topics"), as well as more 
reporting of forthcoming activities of the IUGS community as well as subsequent 
outcomes of these. 
 
 
IUGS HERITAGE STONE TASK GROUP PUBLICATIONS 
 
The first HSTG volume of the Geological Society Special Publication, dedicated to 
Global Stone Resources, has finally been launched this month, with papers on 
almost 20 different natural stones from all over the world. This volume is available 
here. 

Another special issue of the Task Group has been published in June’s release 
of Episodes. This issue was edited by D. Pereira, S. Kramar and B. Cooper and 
contains eight papers on eight different natural stones related to built heritage. This 
issue can be retrieved here.  

A new issue on heritage stones is already been reviewed, with seven papers 
on natural stones that were first presented in our sessions at the EGU 2014 and 
EGU 2015. This publication will be the first 2016 issue of Geoscience Canada and is 
edited by D. Pereira and B. Pratt 
Communicated by D. Pereira, HSTG Vice-President for Southern Europe 
 
 

http://sp.lyellcollection.org/content/407/1
http://www.episodes.org/index.php/epi/issue/current
http://www.iugs.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/International-Union-Geological-Sciences-IUGS-4906283
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage


 

COMMISSION ON GEOSCIENCE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
(IUGS–GEM) 
 
IUGS–GEM's annual business meeting will take place between Oct. 23 and 29, 2015 
at Da Nang in Viet Nam. In addition to the formal meeting, it will include a colloquium 
in association with the VIETADAPTII project, which is focusing on adaptations to 
climate change, together with field visits around Da Nang and Hue. 
Further information can be obtained from the Secretary General, Brian Marker, at 
brian@amarker.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES 
• If you require notices, information on publications, etc. to be considered for inclusion in 
forthcoming IUGS e-bulletins, please mailto:Amaury@geo.uni-potsdam.de 
• Please check the IUGS Calendar of Events for upcoming scientific meetings this coming 
month. If you require information on international conferences, meetings, etc. to be 
considered for inclusion in this Calendar please mailto:pbobrows@NRCan.gc.ca. 
• To be added to or removed from the IUGS e-bulletin distribution list, please 
mailto:iugs.beijing@gmail.com. 
 

Prepared by: 
Amaury Pourteau 
Post-doctoral researcher 

Institute of Earth and Environmental Science 
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