26-27 Jnauary 2026 MINUTES

A
. i
&,

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES
OPEN SESSION OF 82" EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

January 26"-27, 2026

Colombia University
Bogota, Colombia



INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

OPEN SESSION OF 82" EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Participants:

January 24*-25", 2026

Name Organization
In-person

Hassina MOURI IUGS President
David COHEN IUGS Treasurer

Ludwig STROINK

IUGS Secretary General

Marko KOMAC

IUGS Vice-President

Maria Rose PETRIZZO

IUGS Vice-President

Yamirka ROJAS- .

IUGS Councilor (2024-2028)
AGRAMONTE
Wei Jun (Wilson) ZHAO IUGS Councilor (2024-2028)

Farnoosh FARJANDI

IUGS Councilor (2022-2026)

Lola PERREIRA

IUGS Councilor (2022-2026)

Renee Clary

IUGS Councilor (2026-2030)

Josephine Uushona

IUGS Councilor (2026-2030)

Yanfei GU Secretariat staff member
Langfeng MU Secretariat staff member
Jiachen NIU Secretariat staff member

Gerardo J. Soto

Colegio de Gedlogos de Costa Rica, Universidad de Costa
Rica

Katherine BOGGS

IGC 2028 LOC/Canadian National Committee for IUGS

Gloria PRIETO RINCON

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Manish MAMTANI

International Association for Structural
Tectonics (IASGT)

Geology and

Harvey Thorleifson

Commission on Geoscience Information (CGl)

Jolanta CyZiené

Lithuanian Geological Survey under the Ministry of

Environment

Olefile MASHABILA

Botswana Geoscience Institute (BGl)

Edwin R. Garcia Cocco

SERVICIO GEOLOGICO DE LA REPUBLICA
DOMINICANA/Asociacién de Servicios de Geologia y
Mineria Iberoamericanos (ASGMI)

Commission on Geoscience Education, Training and Tech

Elvaene JAMES

Transfer (COGE)
Nir ORION International Geoscience Education Organization (IGEO)
Giuseppe DI CAPUA International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG)
Asier HILARIO International Commission on Geoheritage (ICG)




Silvia PEPPOLONI

Commission on Geoethics (CG)

Gracia Olivenza

Asociacion de Servicios de Geologia y Mineria

Iberoamericanos (ASGMI)

Yasukuni OKUBO

Task Group on Submarine Geohazards (TGSG)

Alieu JAWO

Geological Department of the Gambia

Laurance DONNELLY

Initiative on Forensic Geology (IFG)

Mauricio FARAONE

International Association for the Conservation of

Geological Heritage (ProGEQ)

Ricardo Barragdn MANZO

Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico

Md. Ali Akbar

Geological Survey of Bangladesh

Thomas Roger D.K.

International Palaeontological Association (IPA)

International Commission on the History of Geological

Ezio VACCARI

Sciences (INHIGEO)
Tao WANG Geological Society of China (GSC)
Yaqi XU Geological Society of China (GSC)
Qingtian LYU Geological Society of China (GSC)

Sharon LOCKE

International Geoscience Education Organisation (IGEO)

Juana Vegas

Instituto Geoldgico y Minero de Espana (IGME-CSIC)

Olusegun Omoniyi Ige

Nigerian Geological Survey Agency

Adamu Abba Usman

Nigerian Geological Survey Agency

Christopher Ssebuyungo

Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities of Uganda

Jaime Celeddn Vilches

IUGS Young Reporters Initiative (YoRI)

Stalyn Paucar

IUGS Young Reporters Initiative (YoRI)

Peguero Esmylda

SERVICIO GEOLOGICO DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Online

Rodolfo CAROSI

Italian National Committee for IUGS

Leon Bora uzima Bahavu

The former Vice President of GSAF for Central Africa
Geological Society of Africa (GSAf)

Allison DALEY

Swiss National Committee for [UGS

Joel GILL

Geology for Global Development (GfGD)

Bernhard GRASEMANN

Austrian National Committee for Geosciences

Wei JIAN

International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits
(IAGOD)

Martina Kolbl-Ebert

International Commission on History of Geological Sciences
(INHIGEO)

Matevz NOVAK

Geological Survey of Slovenia

Kiichiro KAWAMURA

Task Group on Submarine Geohazards (TGSG)

Elisabetta ERBA

International Commission on Strategraphy (ICS)

Achim BEYLICH

International Association of Geomorphologists (IAG)

Vassilis MARINOS

International Association of Engineering Geology and the
Environment (IAEG)

Sandra Villacorta Chambi

Commission on Geoscience Education, Training and Tech
Transfer (COGE)




Charles HENDERSON

International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS)

Mikhail Fedonkin

National Committee of Geologists of Russia

Luis Camilor SUESCUN

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HYDROGEOLOGIST (IAH)

YoungHee KIM

International Cooperation Director of Geological Society of
Korea (GSK)

Yul ROH President of Geological Society of Korea (GSK)
Eiji OHTANI International Mineralogical Association (IMA)
Hema ACHYUTHAN Geological Society of India (GSI)

. Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Mines
Kevin GARAS ) .

and Geosciences Bureau (DENR-MGB) Philippines

. Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Mines

Edrian TUBALADO

and Geosciences Bureau (DENR-MGB) Philippines

Kevin Bien TEE

Department of Environment and Natural Resources - Mines
and Geosciences Bureau (DENR-MGB) Philippines

Alecos Demetriades

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Anna LADENBERGER

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Ariadne ARGYRAKI

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Christina STOURAITI

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

David Smith

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Gloria Namwi SIMUBALI

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Ibrahim OTHMAN

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Juan Pablo LACASSIE REYES

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Kate KNIGHTS

IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

BATISTA MARIA JOAO IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)
Paula PAULA ADANEZ IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)
Rose TURNBULL IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)
Umar BATURE IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)
Zacharenia KYPRITIDOU IUGS Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)
Hans Thybo International Lithosphere Program (ILP)

BANERJEE Dhiraj Mohan Indian National Science Academy

Chaosheng Zhang IMGA

Jean Claude HEIDMANN

Societe Geologique de France

Takeshi Kakegawa

Tohoku University

Courtney Jermyn

Earth Science Matters (ESM)

Mikael Calner

Department of Geology, Lund University, Sweden

Jan-Peter Duda

University of Gottingen, Geoscience Centre, Department of
Geobiology, Germany

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes

IGCP

Helke Mocke

Geological Survey of Namibia

Grazina Skridlaite

State Scientific Research Institute Nature Research Centre
of Lithuania

Kari Bassett

University of Canterbury, New Zealand

Busiswa Molefe

National Research Foundation




Ya-Hsuan Liou

Geological Society Located in Taipei

I-Chin Yen

Geological Society Located in Taipei

Andrzej Zelazniewicz

Polish Academy of Science

Tarekegn Tadesse

Ethiopian Geoscience and Minerals Engineers Association

Marianna Kovacova

National Geological Committee of Slovakia

Georges Beaudoin

Society for Geology Applied to Mineral Deposits (SGA)

Kalle Kirsimae

Department of Geology, University of Tartu/Estonian
Academy of Sciences

Sung Keun Lee

Episodes

Qiuming Cheng

Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE)

Natarajan Ishwaran

Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE)

Nadine Mattielli

National Committee of Geological Sciences of Belgium

Maria Daniela Mufoz
Granados

IUGS Young Reporters Initiative (YoRI)

Yongzheng Ma

Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in
East and Southeast Asia (CCOP)




CONTENTS

L. REPORT OF EC.. . ittt s s s s s e e s s e e e e e e e e e aeaaaaaaeaeasaaesseee e e e e e eebaessessssssnnnnsnnnnan 7

1.1.  Opening and Welcome AdAreSsS ......ccueeeeeciieee e eectee e et e et e e e estae e e e rae e e e enareeeas 7

1.2.  Report of the Executive COMMITLEE .....cccccuviiiiiciieee e e 7

1.2.1. (Y 20T oo o AR 7

1.2.2. [ 1LY SN 20T o o RS 8

1.2.3. BTG 2= o o (S 9

1.2.4. (0] o 1T o i o] g o [0 =T d o] 3 10

2. REPORT OF SECRETARIAT AND EPISODES ..ottt s s e e e e e e 11

D Y ol =1 71 g = At =] o Lo o AR 11

D =1 o) Yoo (=X 3 ¢ =Y o Yo o S 11

3. 38th International Geological CoNGress 2028 ........c.eeeeccuieeeeeiiieeeeceee e e e eerree e e e eraeeeseneeas 12

Proposal rE-39th IGC ......ccc et e e e e s ae e e e e aer e e e e ntee e e enraeeeennnees 13

5. REPORTS OF IUGS CONSTITUENT GROUPS......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisssss e s s s e s e e e e e e e 14

5.1.  History of Geological Sciences (INHIGEQ).........cceeeiuieeiieeiiieecieecctee e e eieeeeveeevee e 14

5.2, GeONEritage (ICG) ....cccieeeieeeeiieeeiie ettt ettt e etee e e te e etae e s be e e s teeesbaeeesbessteeesareesasaaanns 15

5.3.  Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB) ......ccueveeireiiiieiiieeeeiiieeeceiree e et e eeareeeeeeneens 16

5.4. Geoscience INformation (CGI) ..ccueiiiiiveiiiiiiiiic ettt 16

5.5. Geoscience EdUCation (COGE) ...uuiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiic ettt ettt et e eabee e eeaneeas 17

LT S T €Yo =Y d o Lol ot () OO 18

5.7.  SEratigraphy (ICS) c..uee ettt ettt et et e e e te e e bae e e be e eeabesebeeeeareesaraaeans 18

5.8. Initiative on FOrensic GEOIOZY (IFG).....cccuiiiieeeiiieeeiieesiieecteeecieeeeteeesveeeevee e e reeevee e 19

5.9.  Young Reporters INItiative (YORI) ....cccueeeciiiiiiieeiieeetee ettt eetve et eve e eane e 20

5.10. Task Group on Submarine Geohazards (TGSG).......ccccevueeiiieeeiieeeiie e e eereeevee e 20

5.11. International Lithosphere Program (ILP) ......c..ccocieeiieeiiiie ettt 21

5.12. UNESCO/IUGSIGCP ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e et eeabeebeebe e beesaeeenns 22

5.13. Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE) .....cc.veeiuieeiiiieeciieeeiie et e et et evee e ve e ete e e eaveeeaae e 23

6. REPORTS FROM IUGS ADHERING ORGANIZATIONS ....coitiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiissnnsssns e e e e e e e e e e e 26

70 S @1 o 1o - T O PO PO PPT PRSPPI 26

30 R = 7= -4 0 o o RS 26

T T [ o | = F OO TR PO PP PPTOUPRRUPRRIN 27

6.4, LItNUANIA oo ettt et abe e sae e 27

7. REPORTS FROM IUGS AFFILIATED ORGANIZTIONS ...ccctttiitiiiiriiiiiiiiriiiiissnsssse e e e e e e e e e e e 28

7.1.  Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast Asia
(CCOP) 28

7.2.  International Association for Structural Geology & Tectonics (IASGT) ......cccceveeeveeens 28

7.3.  Geological Society of India (GSI) .....cccoeeeiiiiiiieeie et et eaee e 28

7.4. International Geoscience Education Organization (IGEQ) .........cccceeeevieeeiiieeciveeecineenns 29

7.5. International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG) ........cccoceevveeeciieeciieeecieeenns 29

7.6.  International Association of Engineering Geology and the Environment (IAEG)........ 29

7.7. International Palaeontological Association (IPA) ........cccceevieeecieeeiie e eiee e 30

7.8.  Geology for Global Development (GFGD) .......cccvieeiieiiieeciie e ciee e e reeevee e 30

7.9. International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits (IAGOD)........ccccceeveeecveeens 30



7.10. International Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage (ProGEO)..31

7.11. International Medical Geology Association (IMGA) ........cccccueeeviieeiiieeecie e 31
7.12. American Geosciences INSEItULE (AGH) ..ocvviiiiieeieeieieee e 31
7.13. European Federation of Geologists (EFG)........ccccvieiiieiiiiicieecciee et 32

1. REPORT OF EC

1.1. Opening and Welcome Address

HM opened the meeting and welcomed all the online and offline guests. HM then gave the floor

to MRP to chair the meeting.

1.2. Report of the Executive Committee

1.2.1. LS’s Report

LS provided a brief overview of the activities carried out by the new Executive Committee (EC) of
IUGS, including the involvement of IUGS Constituent groups and affiliated organizations
throughout the past year. The report covered the governance structure, the meetings held by the
EC, and other significant activities undertaken by the EC.

Background
IUGS currently has 13 constituent groups and 61 affiliated organizations, with two new
applications—ASGMI and DDE—under ratification by the Council. These additions reflect the

growing scope and international reach of IUGS.

Meetings Conducted by the EC
In the past year, the EC organized three EC meetings, alongside seven Bureau meetings and four
ISC meetings. The EC was also active in three IGCP-UNESCO meetings, fostering continued
collaboration between IUGS and these vital international entities. The EC members were highly
engaged in these meetings, with nine attended by HM, five by LS, five by DC, one by MRP, two by
MK, one by YRP, and one by WZ.

Other EC Activities

The EC worked on several important initiatives aimed at improving IUGS’s internal structure and
external presence. Key activities included the revision of the Statutes and Bylaws, and the
relaunching of the IUGS website and social media platforms. The EC also updated the IUGS Strategy,
Mission, Vision, and Benefits, aligning them with the organization’s evolving goals.

Another major initiative was the review of the content, structure, and frequency of the E-Bulletin,
which is a key communication tool for IUGS members. The EC also optimized internal review
procedures for reports and designed a membership application package to streamline the process
for new members. In addition, the EC continued to prepare IUGS brochures as part of an ongoing



effort to improve outreach and visibility.

Lastly, the EC reviewed the objectives and structure of the existing task groups and commissions,
ensuring they align with IUGS’s evolving priorities. Efforts to increase the number of memberships
were also emphasized, alongside the ongoing process of the NC nomination to ensure leadership

continuity.

1.2.2. HM’s Report

HM reviewed the existing task groups & commissions’ objectives and structure, the
region/gender/level distribution of constituent groups, the increased membership, and the current
process of Nomination Committee (NC) election.

The existing task groups/commissions' objectives and structure

IUGS now has 7 Commissions, and each subject to review every 4 years. Upon recommendation by
the Executive Committee, the Council can terminate a Commission. Besides, IUGS now has 2 Task
Groups, which are typically funded for no more than 4 years, and may be elevated to Commission

status.

Region / Gender / Level of Constituent group members

HM provided table review of the distribution of different groups and urged the groups to make it
more balanced.

Membership
After 16 months in office, the EC successfully increased the number of active members to 66. New

confirmed members include Ghana, Ethiopia, Tunisia, Nigeria, and Malawi from Africa, Saudi
Arabia and Oman from Middle East, and Nepal from Asia. It is hoped that all the potential members
will be active members at the next EC annual meeting.

Nomination Committee (NC) election

Together with the current NC, a two-step election roadmap for the Council was developed. The
Chair was successfully elected in 2025, and the election of the remaining six candidates is ongoing.
The final results are expected to be released before the end of 2026.

Secretariat Office after 2028

The contract between IUGS and China will end in 2028, and there is no article on the procedure or
the host of the Secretariat in the Statutes and Bylaws (S&B). HM thus proposed the call for
applications to bid for hosting the office for the period from 2028 to 2032 and to let the Council to

make the final decision.

Reactivation of Cooperation with Russia
Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, the IUGS EC (2020-2024) suspended
collaboration with Russia. The current EC (2024-2028) has determined that maintaining the

suspension is not in the IUGS's or the global geoscience community's best interests. Thus, the
current EC recommends resuming peaceful scientific collaboration with Russian geoscientists, in



accordance with the ISC's principle of “Freedom of Science.” In December 2025, the EC submitted
its recommendation to the IUGS Council. As a result, the EC has received 11 responses, 4 in favor
and 7 against. HM thus proposed the call for all adhering members to express their opinions. The

period will be extended for another month.

Future Plans
Increase the number of memberships (Middle East countries, Global South)
Establish and strengthen collaboration with the ISC - Geo-Unions; appointment of the IUGS
President HM to the position of VC from 2025-2027 then Chair from 2027-2029 of the geo-
union
Implement summer schools on locally relevant topics across 5 African regions from 2026 to
2028
Foster collaboration with LAC (IGCP LAC-2026) and through CCOP with SE Asia
Increase engagement with UNESCO and establish collaboration with the EU and AU
Finalise the revision of the S&B, to be implemented by the end of 2026/early 2027.
Continue to improve the structure and content of the annual EC meetings
(e.g. incorporating regional scientific workshops and involving adhering members in the open

|”

session “mini council” meeting)

Ad hoc review of Commissions and Task-Groups (2026; 2027)

ACTION-1: EC to release NC election results to Council members.
ACTION-2: EC to make ARC of Commissions and Task Groups.
ACTION-3: EC to increase the active membership of IUGS.
ACTION-4: EC to revise the S&B.

1.2.3. DC’s Report
DC provided the Treasurer’s Report, which covers financial activities, income, and expenditure.

As the money used to move between different countries and banking systems when a new
treasurer is elected, there are financial loss and operational inconvenience. To resolve this, IUGS
Australia was created as a not-for-profit entity in New South Wales to handle the funds on behalf
of the IUGS. This new structure is tax-exempt, registered with an Australian business number, and
will submit tax returns to the Australian Taxation Office. The entity is governed by a memorandum
of understanding between IUGS and IUGS Australia.

Four accounts were established at the ANZ Bank, with a term deposit of $700,000 to earn interest
at a rate of around 4%. IUGS appointed LBW as both auditor and tax advisor. 75% of the funding

comes from Category 6, 7, or 8 countries.

In terms of spending, there is a deliberate increase in expenditure to deplete IUGS’s cash reserves,
which aligns with IUGS's mission to fund scientific projects. IUGS spent a total of $784,300 in 2025
on commissions, task groups, initiatives, and etc. While IUGS has been increasing expenditure on
scientific projects, it also aims to ramp up funding for new initiatives. Travel costs also increased,
as the President and Secretary-General traveled to engage with potential new members. IGC Korea



generated a capitation fee of just $72,000, which is lower than expectation compared to other
flagship conferences by other scientific unions.

1.2.4. Open for questions
MRP then gave the floor to the audiences to ask questions or request further clarification on the
matters presented.

Katherine Boggs pointed out that China is only country that is willing to invest in hosting the
Secretariat. A possible alternative is to use the profits/return of hosting the IGC to host the
Secretariat for the next 4 years. MRP replied that IGC don’t need to be related to the Secretariat.
HM and LS replied that the EC is to collect ideas and specific interests by different countries. Any
country that is interested in hosting the IUGS Secretariat can submit a proposal. It’s an objective,
neutral process. The final decision will be made by the Council.

Juana Vegas from the International Commission on Geoheritage (ICS) questioned data source and
not informing them before compiling the distribution tables. MRP answered that data come from
these groups’ annual reports and websites. HM replied that this is a normal procedure and that
the purpose is to highlight the areas where Commissions need to improve.

DP added that IUGS maintains an annual reporting obligation to the Standing Committee for
Gender Equality in Science. Data would greatly improve the understanding of gender distribution.
DP noted the current situation where some commissions have existed for decades. HM clarified
that an ad hoc review will be conducted to assess these long-standing commissions and determine
whether they should be renewed, restructured, or concluded. Alecos Demetriades confirmed that
these matters would be addressed in the revised statutes to provide clear guidance.

Alecos Demetriades noted that the past decision made by the former EC regarding the location of
the Secretariat was not conducted according to proper council procedures. He stressed the
importance of adhering strictly to the statutes in such matters.

Bradley Cramer requested clarification on the criteria for evaluating commissions. It was reiterated
that no decision to dissolve commissions had been made; rather, a regular review process would
begin to assess gender balance, regional representation, and leadership rotation. Commissions
performing valuable work would continue beyond the nominal term.

DC confirmed that the intention is to renew and grow commissions, including supporting new
initiatives and task groups. Financial support would continue to encourage participation from the
Global South, women, and developing nations.

Giuseppe Di Capua suggested that IUGS could take measures to support geoscientists in conflict-
affected regions, for instance, waiving fees for Ukrainian scientists until international agreements

are in place. MK cautioned that any selective political measures should be applied consistently.

Nadine Mattielli noted that they should follow the political directions of the governments that fund



them. Alecos Demetriades replied that allowing political considerations to influence membership
decisions could lead to inconsistency and bias.

2. REPORT OF SECRETARIAT AND EPISODES

2.1. Secretariat’s report

Work Review of 2025:

In 2025, the Secretariat carried out a variety of activities aligned with the above guidelines. Key
meetings included the 82nd EC meeting in Bogota, the Latin American Geoscience Workshop, the
81st EC meeting in Paris, and several virtual progress meetings and Bureau meetings. These
meetings facilitated collaboration and discussion on various Union matters.

Another significant achievement was the election of the IUGS Nominating Committee, a crucial
step in strengthening the governance of the Union. Additionally, the Secretariat played an active
role in organizing IUGS booths at major international events, including EGU, AGU, GEOMIN, and
CCOP, providing visibility and promoting IUGS's objectives and activities.

The 2024 annual report was designed and distributed, along with new promotional materials such
as member maps, posters, greeting cards, and new promotional gifts. Regular updates were
provided through the monthly E-Bulletin, keeping the IUGS community informed. Lastly, the
Secretariat continued its efforts in membership maintenance, ensuring that the Union’s member
base remained strong and engaged.

Work Plan for 2026:

Looking ahead to 2026, the Secretariat will focus on continued support for the IUGS Executive
Committee through participation in the 83rd EC meeting and other online EC/Bureau meetings.
The Secretariat will continue handling the daily operations, providing necessary assistance to
ensure the smooth running of the Union.

Further, the Secretariat will maintain its exhibition booths at major international geoscience events
and will design the IUGS annual report for 2026, along with posters, flyers, and brochures to further
promote IUGS and its activities.

2.2.  Episodes report

Sung Keun Lee presented the report on the status and performance of Episodes for 2025. The
Impact Factor remained at 2.2 in 2024 (reported in 2025) and the CiteScore stood at 3.5 in 2024.
This variation could be partly attributed to the small annual volume of publications, where
individual high-performing papers can significantly influence metrics.

Strategies to improve the journal’s impact include inviting authors for lead and focus papers.



Members were invited to submit recommendations for future authors. There are also procedural
updates. Additionally, all submissions are now required to adhere to Episodes formatting guidelines.
There are two special issues planned for 2026. A confidentiality policy will be included in all

correspondence with authors and reviewers.

During the discussion, LP volunteered to prepare a notice for the IUGS e-bulletin. She also
highlighted the ongoing commitment under the IUGS MOU for executive committee members to
contribute lead and focus papers annually. LP raised concerns about the inconsistent engagement
from some IUGS members involved in peer review and encouraged members to participate actively

in the review process.

Asier Hilario from ICS proposed a potential special issue to report on new sites, stones, and
collections. It was agreed that some special issues might realistically be published in early 2027.

MRP inquired whether Episodes currently accepts papers from Russian authors. Sung Keun Lee
stated that under previous editorial decisions, submissions from Russia had not been accepted,
but no submissions had been received recently. LP clarified that the Executive Committee had
agreed to remove the restriction on Russian submissions and to update the journal’s front-page
announcement accordingly. Sung Keun Lee confirmed he would follow this directive.

The session concluded with a general acknowledgment of the editorial team’s work and a call for
continued cooperation from the IUGS community to support the journal, including
recommendations for associate editors and active participation in the peer review process.

3. 38th International Geological Congress 2028

Katherine Boggs provided an update on the planning and organization of the upcoming 38"
International Geological Congress (IGC) in Canada. Aligned with the conference tagline
“Geoscience for Humanity”, the five keynote daily themes are designed to address challenges
facing humanity and engage a broad audience through panel discussions and plenary speakers. All
sessions will be recorded, with materials intended for junior and high school educational outreach.

To enhance inclusivity, the North American regional geology symposium has been expanded to
include Central and South Americas, and efforts are being made to engage Latin and South
American representatives in leadership roles for these major themes.

The scientific program will be structured around over 30 major theme groups encompassing more
than 200 individual themes. Key areas relevant to the community include those aligned with IUGS
commissions and affiliated groups, such as medical and forensic geology, geoethics, and
geoeducation. The main discussion topics include water resources, clean and affordable energy
resources, climate change, biogeoscience, critical zone science, natural hazards, urban geology,
and regional geosciences in equatorial and Latin American contexts.



In terms of logistics, visa processing may be challenging for some participants, and registration is
planned to open in June 2027 with a rolling abstract approval process. Funding and reimbursement
will be available for speakers, poster presenters, and student volunteers. Reduced rates for
university residences and discounted flights through partner airlines will also be offered.

Volunteers are encouraged to assist with promotion, social media engagement, scientific
programming, education outreach, sponsorship, and the International Advisory Council.

4. Proposal re-39th IGC

DC presented a reflection paper outlining the procedural issues encountered in selecting 1GC
venues. The paper highlighted several shortcomings in past IGC bidding processes, including
inefficiencies, high costs, and lack of transparency. It was noted that bid costs were elevated, and
many voting delegates had not fully reviewed the extensive bid documents prior to voting, which
undermined the integrity of the process. Additionally, the bid process often distracted both the
Council and bidding teams from focusing on scientific and organizational priorities.

The proposal suggests that future bidding processes should be open, transparent, efficient, ethical,
and well-structured, while avoiding unnecessary complexity. The recommended approach includes
a two-stage bid process. The first step is designed to winnow the total applications down to a
maximum of two that can go forward to full bid preparation. The second step is the “full bid” but
must be pared down from the current conventional bid document to just the information that is

necessary and sufficient for the Council to be able to make an informed decision on the host city.

The proposed timeline for the 2032 IGC selection process is as follows: advance notice of process
changes in February 2026, issuance of pro forma guidelines for expressions of interest in March,
submission deadline around late May, and evaluation by a committee from IUGS membership and
Executive Committee in June. Two bids will then be selected for submission of full bids, which will
be circulated to Council in October. Council will have an opportunity to request clarifications in
November, after which delegates will complete evaluations using explicit scoring rubrics. The bid
with the highest weighted score will be declared successful in February 2027. External oversight
will ensure the integrity of the process.

This new model aims to provide approximately six years for the successful bid team to organize the
congress, allowing the subsequent IGC to be used as a marketing opportunity for attendance.

Discussion:

LS inquired about the status of the scientific program, the structure of committees, and whether a
chair had been appointed. Katherine Boggs responded that the committees and their chairs are
listed on the conference website, and the scientific program is expanding. Geoscience topics are
being organized into theme groups led by expert teams, ensuring a balance between established
and emerging topics. Presentations have been given at various locations to ensure broad
representation across the geosciences.



HM requested clarification on the structure of the organizing committee. Katherine Boggs
confirmed the committee members and indicated that the website has been updated to reflect the
current structure. The focus is now on completing the scientific program framework for the first
circular, with plenary speakers to be confirmed in the coming months. MRP emphasized the
importance of appointing high-profile plenary speakers well in advance.

Regarding cost concerns, Katherine Boggs highlighted the GeoHost program designed to support
students and delegates from countries with challenging exchange rates. The program offers
reduced registration fees, university residence options, and discounted flights to improve

accessibility.

LS stressed the importance of making the scientific program and committee structure more visible
and transparent on the conference website. It was agreed that the organizing and scientific
committees should include international members to ensure broad global representation.

MRP then handed over the floor to MK to chair the next segment.

5. REPORTS OF IUGS CONSTITUENT GROUPS

5.1. History of Geological Sciences (INHIGEO)

Ezio Vaccari presented the report of INHIGEO.

Achievements in 2025:

The 50th INHIGEO Annual Symposium was held at the 27th ICHST in Dunedin, New Zealand,
featuring three scientific sessions and a post-conference geo-historical field trip. The History of
Forensic Geology session was held at the IUGS Initiative on Forensic Geology Conference in Rome,
and INHIGEO also sponsored the ‘Epistemic Frontiers’ conference in Oslo.

The Commission hosted several webinars in 2025, covering topics such as Geology, Diplomacy, and
Exchange and Women in Geology. In addition, INHIGEO continued publishing key materials,
including its Quarterly Circulars and History of Geology publications, and participated in
collaborations with IUGS Commissions. Notably, the INHIGEO Early Career Award was presented to
Dr. Sarah Qidwai for her work on Islam, Geology, and Colonialism in 19th-century South Asia.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

For 2026, INHIGEO plans to hold the 51st Annual Symposium in Victoria Falls, which will include
field trips in South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Zambia. The Commission will continue its focus on
publications, with several projects in progress, including a special issue on Women in Geoscience
in collaboration with Episodes and a volume on the History of Women in Geosciences.

INHIGEO will continue its collaborations within IUGS, particularly with the Geoheritage
Commission on the Third 100 IUGS Geological Heritage Sites project. The Commission will also
enhance its outreach efforts, including more webinars and the expansion of INHIGEQ's social media



presence.

Budget Request for 2026: €6,300

5.2. Geoheritage (ICG)

Asier Hilario presented the report of ICG.

Achievements in 2025:

ICG made major accomplishments in the Heritage Stones and Geo-Collections initiatives. The ICG
received 17 proposals for Heritage Stones from 14 countries and 34 proposals for Geo-Collections
from 16 countries. These efforts resulted in a total of 144 proposals from 70 countries, contributing
to the global recognition of key geosites.

The ICG also maintained its commitment to international collaboration, involving over 500 experts
from 24 international organizations. This collective effort led to the evaluation of over 1,000 sites,
supporting geotourism, local recognition, and conservation initiatives, reaching 290,000 visitors
from 215 nations in 2025. The ICG’s work continued to raise visibility and prestige for the IUGS and
promoted local benefits through its ongoing projects.

One major highlight was the IUGS contribution to UNESCO Global Geoparks, which included 13
new applications and the review of 64 applications by 38 experts in 2025. These contributions took
a total of 700 hours of high-quality work, further solidifying ICG’s global role in the geoscience
community.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

In 2026, the ICG aims to build on its past achievements by continuing to promote Geoheritage
globally. One of the key initiatives will be the IUGS Geoheritage Event, which will include key talks,
workshops, and field excursions. The event’s goal is to further consolidate the IUGS as a global
leader in geoheritage and strengthen synergies with international organizations.

The ICG plans to host the event with an expected participation of 200 people, with locations in the
Algarve UGGp, Jurassic Museum/Solnhofen, and GSNI in Belfast. The ICG will also continue its
outreach efforts, including a special edition in Episodes and increased focus on visibility and
communication of its work.

Budget Request for 2026:
e Total Requested Budget: €45,000, with a carryover of €20,500 from 2025.

Discussion:
HM suggested that ICG should diversify the regional distribution of members. Asier Hilario replied
that they had engaged more researchers from Global South in 2025.



5.3. Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

Gloria Prieto presented the report of CGGB.

Achievements in 2025:

In 2025, the CGGB continued its work on the Global Geochemical Baseline Mapping and promoted
the IUGS Manual of Standard Methods, which was published in 2022. Key activities included a field
workshop in Athens for MSc students and a preconference workshop at Goldschmidt 2025 in
Prague.

The Commission also organized and participated in several major conferences, including the 14th
Iberian Geochemistry Congress in Chile, where CGGB Scientific Secretary Paula Adanez delivered a
plenary lecture. Furthermore, CGGB supported the publication of several tutorials and manuals on
geochemical data sets and statistical tools, which are valuable for both early-career researchers
and professionals in the field.

The Commission’s publications and resources have been well-received, with a noticeable increase
in downloads of its materials on the Zenodo website.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

Looking forward, CGGB plans to continue its promotion of the IUGS Manual of Standard Methods
and expand its educational outreach through workshops, webinars, and tutorials. In 2026, the
Commission will organize a field-training workshop in Athens for MSc students in Environmental
Monitoring and Sustainability. Additionally, CGGB is planning two major workshops in South Asia
(Brunei) and Latin America (Dominican Republic), focusing on applied geochemistry and critical
raw materials.

The Commission will also work on publishing several tutorials on topics like data leveling, merge
programs, and cluster analysis to support the geochemistry community.

Budget Request for 2026: $31,195.

5.4. Geoscience Information (CGl)

Harvey Thorleifson presented the report of CGI.

Achievements in 2025:

In 2025, the CGI focused on several key activities related to geoscience information and data
management. The Commission continued to advance its efforts in GeoJSON encoding and
multilingual geoscience vocabulary services, ensuring accessibility and usability for a broader
audience. CGl was also involved in hosting standards for geoscience groups such as ICS and
supported the IUGS by enhancing the geoscience data infrastructure.

A significant accomplishment in 2025 was the launch of a Spanish-language webinar series, which
helped broaden the Commission’s reach, especially in Latin America. CGI also contributed to



webpage modernization and released a newsletter to communicate ongoing activities and
initiatives. The Commission worked on developing FAIR principles standards in collaboration with
CODATA, aiming to make geoscience data more accessible and interoperable.

Plans for 2026:

For 2026, CGI aims to continue implementing its strategic plan, which focuses on improving
governance, geoscience vocabularies, and logical data models. The Commission plans to focus on
GeoJSON encoding and further enhancing its multilingual vocabulary services. CGI will continue
supporting UGS activities by working on data management and security for geoscience
information, strengthening cross-1UGS collaboration.

In addition to continuing its ongoing efforts, CGl will organize webinars and workshops, in
alignment with its signed MOUs and letters of collaboration, and will maintain an active presence
at the 2026 GIC meeting in China. The Commission also aims to expand the scope of its work and

increase its global engagement.

Budget Request for 2026: $29.5K

5.5. Geoscience Education (COGE)

Elvaene James (online) presented the report of COGE.

Achievements in 2025:

In 2025, COGE achieved several significant milestones. One of the key activities was the GEFO
Programme workshop held at the Benghazi Center for Gifted Students in Libya, focusing on earth
science topics such as fossils, geotourism, geoparks, and sustainable development. Additionally,
the GEFO Africa Workshop in Ghana brought together educators, students, and volunteers, further
strengthening regional engagement.

COGE also launched a Spanish-language webinar series to make geoscience education more
accessible, particularly in Latin America. The Commission continued its support for the IAEG
Peruvian Geoscience Olympiad, encouraging youth involvement in geoscience education. Other
creative initiatives included the GeoArt Project, a Wikipedia collaboration, and a GEFO Programme
Logo Contest, all of which engaged a broader audience in geoscience education.

COGE’s expanded partnerships with organizations in Europe, Africa, and Latin America helped
further its mission. The Commission also improved its internal governance and coordination
following the revised COGE Terms of Reference (ToR).

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

Looking ahead, COGE plans to launch the 2026 initiative titled "The Minerals That Move Your
World", which aligns with UGS priorities. This initiative will focus on continuing webinars and
workshops, especially with signed MOUs and letters of collaboration in place.

The Commission will also continue its work on the GEFO Programme, further strengthening



capacity building and expanding its regional impact, particularly in the Global South. COGE will
focus on improving cross-coordination across its internal teams and maintaining an active presence
at key international and regional events. The Commission’s efforts will include participation in the
IGC 2028 (Geoscience Education Committee) and supporting follow-up activities in Latin America.

Budget Request for 2026: USD 27,057.90

5.6. Geoethiccs (CG)

Silvia Peppoloni (online) presented the report of CG.

Achievements in 2025:

In 2025, one of the significant accomplishments of CG was the release of the Al Ethics
Recommendations for the geoscience community. It was reviewed by scientists from several
international geoscience organizations and was endorsed by prominent organizations. CG saw
substantial progress in publications. Over the year, it released two edited books. The Commission
was active in a variety of scientific events during 2025, where members contributed invited talks
and lectures on critical geoethics topics. Moreover, members also took part in teaching and training
activities.

Another significant achievement was the collaboration with IUGS and other international
organizations, particularly the IUGS-IFG, for forensic geology initiatives. The Commission continued
to support IUGS's ethical guidelines and contributed to the development of ethical standards for
forensic geology in partnership with the IUGS-IFG.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

Looking forward, CG plans to focus on expanding its global reach and visibility. A key goal is to
enhance the understanding of geoethics across the geoscience community, particularly in Al
research and sustainability issues. The Commission aims to organize and attend webinars,
workshops, and conferences in 2026.

CG also plans to continue its collaborations with IUGS and external partners, fostering dialogues
on geoethics. This includes contributing to education and training initiatives, supporting the next
generation of geoscientists, and expanding its influence in geoethics research. CG will also focus
on releasing several key documents and increase its public outreach.

Budget Request for 2026: EUR 7,705.69

5.7.  Stratigraphy (ICS)

Presenter: Elisabetta Erba

Achievements in 2025:
In 2025, the ICS continued its work on the International Chronostratigraphic Chart (ICC), which is
essential for understanding geological time. The Commission supported several key conferences,



such as GeoTolosa in Toulouse and the Cretaceous Symposium in Hannover, providing funding for
early-career researchers. ICS also contributed to multiple workshops and meetings worldwide,
focusing on various geological time periods and issues.

ICS collaborated with other IUGS groups and international organizations, including the
International Commission on Geoheritage and INTERPOL. These efforts supported initiatives on
geological heritage and mining crimes.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

For 2026, ICS will focus on finalizing the International Chronostratigraphic Chart and improving its
website to make it more interactive and accessible. The Commission will vote on new Global
Stratotype Sections and Points (GSSPs) for several geological stages and continue its involvement
in major global conferences, including STRATI 2026. ICS will also hold online plenary meetings to
ensure continued collaboration across subcommissions.

Budget Request for 2026: USD 116,344 / EUR 99,064

5.8. Initiative on Forensic Geology (IFG)

Laurance John Donnelly presented the report of IFG.

Achievements in 2025:

In 2025, IFG made significant strides in supporting forensic geology worldwide. Key achievements
included providing guidance and training for law enforcement, such as the China Ministry of Public
Security and police forces in LATAM. The IFG also helped in search operations for war crimes and
missing persons, particularly in countries like Poland, Syria, and across LATAM. Additionally, the
Clean Gold and Green Gold programs in Brazil and South Africa supported efforts against illegal
mining and mineral trafficking.

The IFG also hosted numerous training sessions and conferences, including collaborations with
agencies like INTERPOL. They participated in over 30 international events where members
delivered talks on various forensic geology topics. Publications and professional standards were
also developed and disseminated globally.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

Looking ahead, IFG aims to expand its focus on illegal mining and environmental forensics through
its Phase Il project. The initiative will address illegal minerals trading and mining crimes, particularly
focusing on forensic geology’s role in law enforcement. Training and capacity building for the next
generation of forensic geologists are also key priorities, with a focus on international collaborations,
such as with Abu Dhabi Police and Chinese law enforcement. IFG plans to organize more
conferences and workshops on palaeontological crime, illegal fossils, and human decomposition.

Budget Request for 2026: $ 18,500



5.9. Young Reporters Initiative (YoRlI)

Jaime Celeddn Vilches presented the report of YoRI.

Achievements in 2025:

Key achievements included the IUGS Logo Design Contest, which received 29 submissions from 13
countries and resulted in 3 winners. The IESO 2025 Young Reporters program successfully launched
an open call, with 25+ reporters and 10 focal points contributing to 40+ reports, of which 10 were
published. The program also established a review process for better quality control.

YoRI expanded its social media presence with Instagram growing to 8,000+ interactions, LinkedIn
reaching 400+ impressions, and YouTube producing 12 videos. Additionally, YoRI participated in
collaborations with the IGC 2028 in Calgary and hosted a Geohazards workshop in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

The initiative also underwent a rebranding, including updates to its visual identity and website,
along with setting new goals and metrics for growth.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

In 2026, YoRlI plans to develop a modular curriculumin a hybrid format to provide training for young
reporters and focal points. The initiative aims to organize 2 multimedia storytelling workshops and
expand its capacity-building efforts globally. Additionally, YoRI will pilot multilingual content
production, targeting at least two additional languages beyond English and Spanish.

YoRI will continue to strengthen its institutional collaborations with organizations like COGE,
INHIGEO, and YESS, working across 3 continents and 6 regions to reach over 75 reporters
worldwide. These collaborations will focus on fostering stronger connections between the Global
North and Global South to enhance outreach and knowledge exchange.

Budget Request for 2026: $ 15,000

Discussion: Alecos Demetriades suggested that YoRI should consider using more IUGS resources
and collaborate with the organizations. Asier Hilario proposed collaboration opportunity.

5.10. Task Group on Submarine Geohazards (TGSG)

Yasukuni Okubo presented the report of TGSG.

Achievements in 2025:

TGSG organized a thematic session at CCOP2025 in Vientiane, Laos, focusing on Submarine
Geohazards Risk and Reduction and the 2025 Myanmar Earthquake. Shinji Sassa chaired a session
at ICSE-12 in Chongging, China, and TGSG also held a session at JpGU2025 in Makuhari, Japan. A
significant field excursion was conducted in the Miura Peninsula, Japan, for young engineers, with
33 participants.



TGSG contributed to the publication of the ICL Open Access Book Series on Landslide Research and
Technology. In addition, open lectures were delivered by Prof. Zakaria and Prof. Chris Elders in
Japan and Kyushu Island to engage students and researchers in the field of geohazards. A draft
guideline for Sustainable Offshore Wind Development in active margins was also prepared, which
will be published in 2026.

Expectations & Plans for 2026:

In 2026, TGSG plans to continue its global outreach and education efforts by publishing the
Submarine Geohazard Risks Assessment Guideline in Japanese and eventually in English. The group
will also work on creating an international safety guideline for coastal development through
various meetings and conferences.

Key activities for 2026 include organizing a lecture series on Submarine Geohazards by Prof. Chris
Elders, which will be available online for students and early-career researchers, especially in Asian
and Oceanian countries. TGSG will also contribute to the 7th World Landslide Forum in India and
participate in the MENA meeting and AGU-JpGU sessions. Additionally, TGSG plans to host field
excursions and an exhibition booth at the CCOP Annual Session in Tsukuba, Japan.

Budget Request for 2026: $ 11,000

5.11. International Lithosphere Program (ILP)

Hans Thybo, the Chair of International Lithosphere Program (ILP) introduced that ILP is initiated in
1980 to promote interdisciplinary research on the lithosphere at the interface between IUGS and
IUGG through multidisciplinary research projects. ILP is financed through annual contributions
from IUGG & IUGS and national contribution from member countries, and ILP office is operated by
Nanjing University, China. ILP has carried out more than 90 programs since 1980, including many
global and continent scale interdisciplinary geoscience programmes with each program involving
50 to 1000 scientists. ILP is a bottom-up organization. ILP has 4 research themes, including
Geoscience of Global Change, Contemporary Dynamics and Deep Processes, Continental
Lithosphere and Oceanic Lithosphere. Task Forces and Coordinating Committees are the core of
ILP and their duration is five years.

In 2025, ILP had 15 active projects, which presents a new record for ILP, and approved 3 new task
groups and 1 Coordinating Committee. ILP held 16 workshops and conferences, organized 17 ILP
co-organized conference sessions, invited 10+ presentations at symposia in 2025. A Workshop for
30 early career scientists was held in Nanjing on Interaction of Deep Earth and Surface Processes
with four senior lecturers.

In 2025, ILP award the E. Burov medal to Dr. Laetitia Le Pourhiet from Sorbonne University, France
and Flinn-Hart award to Dr. Yibo Wang from IGG, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

In 2025, ILP received 13,203 Euros from IUGS and 12,913 Euros from IUGG and 20,032 Euros from
National Members and spent totally 50,197 Euros. For 2026, ILP is requesting 15,000 Euros from



IUGS.

ILP plans for 2026 include: to support the Task Forces and Coordinating Committees, to increase
ILP visibility, to initiate 2-4 new TF/CCs, to hold sessions at EGU, AGU, DEEP 2026, Bureau and town
hall meetings at EGU2026 and AGU 2026 and workshops of individual projects, ILP officers to meet
Advisory Board, to award ILP awards with lectures, to expand national membership, and to seek

support from national science foundations and industry.

As UGS E-bulletin Editor, WZ encouraged ILP to contribute more to the E-bulletin. Hans Thybo
responded that he is expecting contribution from the new TF/CCs of ILP in 2026.

5.12. UNESCO/IUGS-IGCP

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes, the Programme Specialist from Earth Sciences and Geoparks Section of
UNESCO Natural Sciences introduced that UNESCO Earth Sciences Programmes has two pillars,
including the International Geoscience Program (IGCP), which is an intellectual geoscience capacity
building program jointly sponsored with UGS for more than 50 years, and the UNESCO Global
Geopark (UGGp), which also receives sustainable contribution from IUGS.

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes introduced that IGCP has 5 themes, including Earth Resources, Global
Change, Geohazards, Hydrogeology, and Geodynamics, and 1 special theme, namely Geoheritage
for Sustainable Development. IGCP is going to call for two new Council Members as Gloria Prieto
and YoungHee Kim will finish their term as IGCP Council Members after the 2026 Council Meeting.

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes reviewed that in 2025, IUGS contributed the highest amount of funding
support since 2011. In 2026, IGCP will financially support 8 projects with estimated budget of
100,000 USD. From 2027, IGCP will financially support 3 projects under the guidance that small

number of projects with considerable funding.

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes presented the Nature Geoscience paper “Challenges and needs of African
geoscience research”, which is an outcome of the Fostering Researchers in the Geosciences
(FoRGe). A white paper is expected to be concluded for the UNESCO member countries’ support

to solve the challenges mentioned in this Nature Geoscience paper.

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes reported that, after the IGCP Special Call for Africa was announced, IGCP
received 313 Expressions of Interest (EOI) from 45 African countries. Among the 313 EOQIs, 55 are
for multi-country collaboration and 224 are from single countries; 48 are from female proposal
leaders and 264 are from male proposal leaders. 11 projects were selected for full proposal
assessment conducted by the IGCP Council members according to the criteria including scientific
excellence, extent of collaboration contribution to the UN SDGs and Africa Development Agenda,
capacity building, participation, outreach, and budget and planning. The final nominations include
“Hydrogeological and Climate Impact Assessments of Groundwater and Ecosystems in Dahomey
Basin, West Africa”, “Metallogenic Evolution of the West Congo Belt: Fluid Chemistry, Structural
Controls, Tectonic Processes and Early Stage Geometallurgy” and “Machine learning predicative



geochemical modeling for community centered decision support systems in sustainable
groundwater management under climate stress in North Africa”.

Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes mentioned that several targeted training courses could be developed to
strengthen the capacity of African Researchers in scientific proposal writing. In 2026, IGCP will hold
the Council Meeting to review final 8 projects to be funded in 2026 and around 10 to continue
without funding, online open session around 16™ March 2026 to present IGCP 2025 activities to
UNESCO Member States, mid year review of three projects from Africa in June, launch new call for
new region following IUGS’s decision, develop and deliver trainings for scientific research proposal
development and provide tailored support for the projects from Africa which did not receive IGCP

funding but they have a potential for local/national/regional impact.

LS expressed his appreciation for the productive collaboration between Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes
and Kristof Vandenberghe from UNESCO and the UGS Executive Committee members. LS briefed
with Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes the IUGS-LAC Geoscience Workshop held before the EC meeting and
correspondently, IUGS will work together with UNESCO colleagues to launch the calling for special

IGCP projects in Latin America in May or June of 2026.

Bradley Cramer asked for a clarification on whether IUGS has committed funding of 300,000 USD
to IGCP. Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes responded that the total budget of IGCP for 2025 is 300,000 USD
with IUGS and UNESCO evenly sharing the funding. She also clarified that IUGS Treasurer took the
responsibility of transferring the funding to all the ongoing IGCP projects through the year of 2025.

Gloria Prieto mentioned that at the IUGS-LAC Geoscience Workshop, the possibility to organize
training courses for technology transferring and scientific project application was discussed by the
Workshop participants. She was glad to learn that training courses for scientific project application
targeting young scientists have been planned by the UNESCO colleagues. Ozlem Adiyaman Lopes
responded that this kind of courses will be prepared for the Latin American young scientists.

5.13. Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE)

Harvey Thorleifson reported that the IUGS Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE) big science program was
initiated in 2018. Launched by Qiuming Cheng during his IUGS Presidency, DDE has facilitated
sharing of data to accelerate the progress of geoscience and its applications. DDE received global
in-kind support and funding from China and IUGS. DDE established governance, a Secretariat, and
a Research Centre of Excellence (RCE) in Suzhou and additional RCEs have been established, and
projects have been funded. Working Groups (WGs) and Task Groups (TGs) have been supported. A
widely authored and reviewed White Paper outlined the DDE vision. The Medium-Term Plan (MTP)
delineated progress for our first half-decade. The UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science was
adopted. UNESCO endorsed DDE under the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable
Development. The GeoGPT Al project of the Zhejiang Lab partner has been a great success.

Harvey Thorleifson reviewed that an internal review examined progress to the end of 2023, and



noted key successes, including infrastructure, RCEs, outreach, and funded projects that lacked
priority-setting. IUGS then conducted an external review in 2024 that was considered at the 2025
EC. IUGS suspended support pending improved governance, transparency, and clarification of risk.
DDE welcomed these directives and has made much progress. Legal registration is pending. DDE
Governing Council (GC) comprises 27 international organizations, Executive Committee (EC) now
has five members with geographic and gender balance. DDE has transparent management, and we
publicly post minutes and communications. DDE maintains a strong presence at major conferences,
such as CAG, CCOP, GSA, EGU and AGU. The MTP called for a 2" plan to emanate from midterm
review, defining activity to 2028. DDE held extensive open consultations to build a new strategic
plan in May 2025. The GC authorized a new strategic framework in June 2025 and then authorized
a strategic plan implementation in December 2025. DDE appreciates in-kind contributions
worldwide, and is open to financial contributions. At present, the Chinese Ministry of Science and
Technology (MOST) is funding us. DDE now is distributing US$14M, and anticipates this annual level
to recur. At launch, DDE focused on data to facilitate discovery, leading to Earth modeling. DDE
wishes to focus with partners more clearly on a dynamic model of Earth and its history. The
databases and model will be hosted at centers distributed globally.

Harvey Thorleifson introduced that the DDE model will stimulate the progress of inputs, and
enhance applications of all geoscience. DDE has defined a coordinated workflow of six science
themes, which are: Info science, geological mapping, plate motion, Earth history, Earth modeling,
and resources/hazards. In each theme, DDE will have a major invited project, and constituent
projects. DDE is working with leading research groups and agencies worldwide, supporting
activities, including digital infrastructure, governance, as well as education and communication.
Leadership and governance for each of these activities is now being defined. Flagship 3-year
initiatives in each area are being directed to report dramatic results at IGC28. DDE will focus on
global themes unlikely to be done by others, or that are not better done by others. DDE seeks to
support leading groups and agencies, rather than to compete. DDE has submitted an application
for IUGS affiliate status. If accepted, this would confirm our legal distinction, while signaling
coordination.

Qiuming Cheng added that focusing on temporal digital earth or dynamic digital earth, DDE is in
high connection with UGS scientific commissions, such as International Commission on
Stratigraphy (ICS) and Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB).

General Discussion

Laurance Donnelly asked two questions: 1. who will own the data of the Digital Earth for
commercial investigation? 2. What is the role of artificial intelligence in taking the data? Qiuming
Cheng answered the first question that DDE follows fair principle for data sharing. He took DDE’s
cooperation with CGMW and Geological Survey of China as an example: CGMW provides map,
Geological Survey of China provided technical support in converting the map into digital
information sources and DDE posts the digitalized map onto its platform and the intellectual
property right is owned by CGMW. Any updates on the digitalized map should go directly to CGMW
and the contributor will own the intellectual property right of the updates. Users of the digital



source shared by DDE is responsible for the use of the data. For the second question, Qiuming
Cheng answered that GeoGPT, a large language model, is capitalized and developed by Zhijiang Lab
in China, which has signed a cooperative contract with DDE.

Marko Komac checked whether DDE has shared its data internationally. If DDE has, to which
countries DDE has shared the data? If hasn’t, to which countries DDE plans to share? Qiuming
Cheng answered that DDE hasn’t shared data with any countries yet, but DDE RCEs in China, US
and Africa will push forward the process.

Alecos Demetriades pointed out that geochemical data is not compatible. Qiuming Cheng
responded that DDE is now working with Commission on the Management & Application of
Geoscience Information (CGl) and the ISC Committee on Data of the International Science Council
(CODATA) to cope with the comprehensive combination of different sources of data to ensure data
quality and proper demonstration.

Simon Thompson expressed UK'’s position on DDE: UK doesn’t support the affiliation relationship
between IUGS and DDE with the reason that IUGS doesn’t have the expertise, capacity or resources
to participate in an Al enterprise of this type. DDE’s affiliation is not in the interest of IUGS. Qiuming
Cheng responded that as a former President of IUGS, he was more believing that IUGS should
welcome more professionals to join in the endeavor, but not separate itself from any new advance
and knowledge in geosciences.

Giuseppe Di Capua pointed out that authority and credibility of international scientific unions rest
on institutional neutrality and independence. This neutrality is compromised when a union
formally affiliates with digital, data, or artificial intelligence (Al) initiatives operating under the legal
jurisdiction of a single state. IUGS was founded on the principle that geological science transcends
national boundaries and political interests, whereas DDE is a single-country funded program. IUGS
currently maintains affiliations with a range of organizations, including government-funded non-
profits (e.g., EuroGeoSurveys) and professional societies or commercial models (e.g., AAPG, AGI).
However, DDE’s characteristics distinguish DDE from existing affiliates in terms of its scope,
instrumentalization and centralized Al infrastructure, and raise institutional governance
considerations. Individual scientists remain free to adopt any tools or platforms. The issue before
IUGS is institutional endorsement. Formally affiliating with a state-funded initiative that operates
centralized Al infrastructure under single-state legal governance raises distinct governance and
neutrality concerns. Qiuming Cheng responded that during his IUGS presidency, he represented
IUGS. DDE was co-founded by national geological surveys and international organizations, not
under the support of one country. In addition, IUGS'’s affiliated organizations will leave no legal
responsibilities on IUGS.

Bradley Cramer raised the question that: Is the data that is in the DDE and outputs of date from
the DDE, which should be subject to the National Data Security Law, and should be identified and
quoted as important data. If that is the case, it is going to cause significant challenges to many
European colleagues, because they are physically prohibited than from participating in this
endeavor. How could this exist in a quote open science platform? Qiuming Cheng answered that



as far as he knew, GeoGPT currently has 50,000 users from 135 countries with open science and
open access as its principle. He hasn’t been aware of concerns on the national security issues.

Alecos Demetriades reminded that the affiliated status of DDE to IUGS should get the approval of
IUGS EC and then get the final approval of IUGS Council. Qiuming Cheng responded that following
the guidance of the IUGS EC and the IUGS Statutes and Bylaws, DDE has prepared official
documents and will follow the process.

6. REPORTS FROM IUGS ADHERING ORGANIZATIONS

6.1. China

Qingtian Lyu presented the report on behalf of the China National Committee, outlining the recent
progress, key initiatives, and future plans of the Geological Society of China (GSC). He highlighted
GSC’s role as a major academic organization promoting academic exchange, talent development,
outreach, and international cooperation. In 2025, GSC hosted 32 academic conferences,
demonstrating its significant contributions to the geoscience community.

Qingtian Lyu reviewed major activities and collaborations, including international cooperation
projects, outreach programs, and the Blue Book initiative on global karst sustainable development.
Notably, the progress of national programs such as SinoProbe-Il was highlighted, along with
advancements in deep fault observation systems and ultra-deep drilling technologies. Qingtian Lyu
also introduced the TopoAsia initiative, a new international collaboration platform aimed at
fostering geoscientific cooperation across Asia.

Key achievements in marine exploration, ultra-deep drilling, carbon capture and storage, and
geothermal energy utilization were presented. The report also emphasized future cooperation with
Latin American partners and announced the International Symposium on Deep Earth Exploration
and Practices (DEEP-2026) to be held in Chengdu, China.

6.2. Belgium

Nadine Mattielli presented the Belgian National Committee’s report, outlining the Committee’s
major achievements in 2025 and plans for 2026. She highlighted the Committee’s continued efforts
to promote geosciences, strengthen collaboration, and raise the visibility of the discipline in
Belgium.

Nadine Mattielli summarized key achievements such as outreach activities aimed at the general
public and schools, promotion of UNESCO Geoparks and geosites, and collaboration with
universities and the professional sector. It also highlighted initiatives to assess and improve the
position of geology in school curricula.



Plans for 2026 include continued promotion of geosciences through outreach programs, a new
geosciences bachelor program, strengthening interactions with policymakers, and further
increasing the Committee’s visibility through communication initiatives and scientific events. The
report also noted concerns about budget constraints and the position of geology in secondary

education.

6.3. India

Dhiraj Mohan Banerjee presented the report on behalf of the IUGS-INQUA Joint Committee,
highlighting the Committee’s key activities from 2024 to 2025 and its future plans. The report
emphasized the role of the Committee in promoting geoscience research, training, and

international collaboration in India.

Dhiraj Mohan Banerjee reviewed major activities such as national conventions, international
conferences, and workshops on energy, disaster management, ocean sciences, and emerging
geological methods. The Committee also organized workshops related to INQUA activities,

including coastal archives, training programs, and lecture series.

Future plans include training workshops, field programs, continued outreach activities, and
preparations for the Indian Quaternary Congress, as well as initiatives leading up to the INQUA
2027 Congress. The report emphasized the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration and

capacity building in geosciences.

6.4. Lithuania

Jolanta CyZiené presented the report on behalf of the Lithuanian Geological Survey, outlining the
key national programs and the Survey’s role in geological investigations, environmental monitoring,

and international cooperation.

Jolanta CyzZiené highlighted participation in major international initiatives such as the Horizon
Europe project “Geological Service for Europe” (GSEU), the European Marine Observation and Data
Network (EMODnet), and the national program for managing nuclear facilities and radioactive

waste, including the Deep Geological Repository project.

Plans for 2026 include continued development of the Deep Geological Repository project,
preliminary exploration of critical raw materials, and strengthening research capacity through
advanced data collection and digital workflows. Future priorities include international cooperation

in geo-energy, critical raw materials, geothermal potential, and geological storage.



7. REPORTS FROM IUGS AFFILIATED ORGANIZTIONS

7.1. Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in East and
Southeast Asia (CCOP)

Yongzheng Ma provided a report on the Coordinating Committee for Geoscience Programmes in
East and Southeast Asia (CCOP). He emphasized CCOP’s efforts to promote regional geoscience

cooperation and strengthen collaboration with IUGS and its constituent groups.

Yongzheng Ma summarized major achievements in 2025, including the implementation of four
regional geoscience projects and the organization of 13 activities across East and Southeast Asia.
These efforts contributed to strengthening the visibility of geosciences in the region. CCOP also

worked closely with several IUGS constituent and affiliated organizations.

Plans for 2026 include maintaining the One-Geology Portal, enhancing engagement of CCOP
Member Countries with IUGS, and promoting sustainable geoscience development across the
region. Additionally, CCOP will continue to formulate its 2026—2030 Strategic Plan in collaboration
with member and cooperating countries. A budget request for 2026 was also presented to support
these initiatives.

7.2. International Association for Structural Geology & Tectonics (IASGT)

Manish Mamtani reported on the International Association for Structural Geology and Tectonics
(IASGT). He introduced the Association’s global membership and governance structure,

highlighting its broad international representation.

Manish Mamtani summarized key activities, including the 37th HKT Workshop held in Turin and
other scientific initiatives. Mamtani reviewed financial activities, strategic planning, and efforts to

support the Association’s scientific mission.

Future plans are aligned with United Nations priorities, focusing on continued scientific
collaboration, support for research activities, and planned programs for 2026. The Association aims
to further strengthen its international network and enhance research contributions in structural

geology and tectonics.

7.3. Geological Society of India (GSI)

Hema Achyuthan presented the report on behalf of the Geological Society of India. He introduced
the new leadership team elected for the 2026—2028 term and outlined major activities of the
Society, including the regular publication of its monthly journal and the organization of lectures

and workshops.



Hema Achyuthan emphasized the Society’s continued support for young and early-career
researchers, through training and field programs such as geological mapping activities. The Society
also plays a key role in organizing the International Earth Science Olympiad, including a national
entrance test and preparations for Team India.

The Society continues its active role in promoting geosciences through ongoing publication
projects and by providing a platform for national and international experts to share their

knowledge.

7.4. International Geoscience Education Organization (IGEO)

Nir Orion presented the report on behalf of the International Geoscience Education Organization
(IGEQ). He emphasized IGEQ’s role in advancing geoscience education globally and fostering

cooperation among educators, institutions, and scientific bodies.

Nir Orion highlighted IGEO’s continued commitment to supporting teachers and students, offering
resources and opportunities to improve geoscience education worldwide. Prof. Orion also outlined
IGEQ’s efforts to foster international cooperation and share best practices in geoscience teaching.

7.5. International Association for Promoting Geoethics (IAPG)

Giuseppe Di Capua report highlighted the IAPG’s role in promoting geoethics principles within the
global geoscience community. It emphasized the importance of ethical responsibilities in
geoscience research, education, and professional practice.

Giuseppe Di Capua also outlined ongoing efforts to collaborate with international organizations,
integrating geoethical principles into scientific initiatives and capacity-building activities. IAPG aims
to increase awareness of the ethical dimensions of geoscience, helping to guide the responsible

use of geoscientific knowledge.

7.6. International Association of Engineering Geology and the Environment
(IAEG)

Vassilis Marinos presented the report by the IAEG representative highlighted ongoing scientific
initiatives, conferences, and collaborative activities within engineering geology. The Association
continues to strengthen international cooperation in the field, focusing on addressing geohazards

and environmental challenges.

Future plans focus on promoting professional development and expanding capacity-building
efforts within the global engineering geology community. The report also outlined the Association’s
commitment to advancing scientific exchange and organizing conferences and workshops to
support education and awareness in engineering geology.



7.7. International Palaeontological Association (IPA)

The IPA interim president Thomas Roger report focused on trends in scientific publishing,
particularly in the journal Lethaia, and the regional distribution of submissions for the 2023-2024
period. The Association continues to play a crucial role in supporting international collaboration in

paleontological research and disseminating scientific findings.

Thomas Roger emphasized IPA's ongoing commitment to providing a platform for the
dissemination of paleontological research and fostering cross-disciplinary exchanges. It also
highlighted the Association’s role in organizing conferences and workshops for paleontological
education and outreach.

7.8. Geology for Global Development (GfGD)

Joel Gill presented report of Geology for Global Development (GfGD), outlined the organization’s
recent activities and future priorities. It emphasized the critical role of geoscience in addressing
sustainable development challenges, particularly in developing regions. GfGD continues to focus
on capacity building, international collaboration, and fostering young professionals in the

geosciences.

Joel Gill summarized key initiatives, including collaborations with international partners to support
environmental and societal solutions through geoscience. GfGD’s commitment to supporting early-

career geoscientists was also highlighted, particularly through mentoring and training programs.

Future plans include expanding global engagement, strengthening partnerships within the
geoscience community, and continuing development-oriented activities that focus on real-world

geoscientific applications to solve pressing global challenges.

7.9. International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits (IAGOD)

Wei Jian presented the report of the International Association on the Genesis of Ore Deposits
(IAGOD) highlighted the Association’s contributions to the research of ore-forming processes and
the promotion of economic geology. The presentation reviewed recent scientific meetings,
research initiatives, and the ongoing efforts to enhance professional exchange within the global

ore deposit research community.
Wei Jian also summarized the Association’s key events, such as workshops and international
conferences, which have facilitated the exchange of knowledge and ideas among researchers in

the field of ore deposits.

Looking ahead, the Association’s future plans focus on the continued organization of scientific



conferences and workshops, enhancing international cooperation in ore deposit research, and
supporting the development of research and capacity building in the study of mineral resources.

7.10. International Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage
(ProGEOQ)

Mauricio Faraone highlighted ProGEQ’s achievements in 2025, including the implementation of a
new global governance structure and strengthened partnerships with international organizations
and geopark networks. It also detailed progress toward the IUCN’s Key Geoheritage Areas
designation and contributions to the IUGS “100 Geological Heritage Sites” initiative.

Plans for 2026 include a focus on digital transformation, expanding global membership, and
strengthening financial sustainability. ProGEO aims to enhance its capacity-building efforts through
training programs like the ProGEO Academy and continues to promote geo-conservation

worldwide.

7.11. International Medical Geology Association (IMGA)

Maria Aurora Armienta reported on the International Medical Geology Association (IMGA),
focusing on the organization’s achievements, such as the MEDGEO conference and improvements
to the membership system. New Working Groups were established, and chapter activities were

expanded, further solidifying the Association’s impact in medical geology.

Future plans for 2026 include the revision of the Association’s bylaws, continued development of
Working Groups and chapters, further membership growth, and strengthening collaboration with
international partners. The report also noted budget priorities to support website maintenance,
working group activities, and support for early-career researchers.

7.12. American Geosciences Institute (AGI)

Jonathan Arthur presented the report on behalf of the American Geosciences Institute (AGI),
summarizing key initiatives and activities in 2025. The report highlighted AGI’s role in global

outreach, professional development, and workforce analysis within the geoscience community.

Jonathan Arthur summarized activities such as Earth Science Week, the Geoscience Caucus
meetings, and preparation for the 2026 Leadership Forum. It also discussed workforce data
collection and analysis, which include trends in enrollment, graduation, and career paths in

geoscience education.

AGI’s future initiatives will continue to focus on workforce development, advancing professional

standards, and supporting collaboration across the geoscience community.



7.13. European Federation of Geologists (EFG)

David Govoni presented the annual report of the European Federation of Geologists (EFG),
summarizing key achievements in 2025 and outlining plans for 2026. He highlighted the
Federation’s role in promoting the geoscience profession, engaging in policy advocacy, and
increasing the visibility of geoscience in Europe.

Key achievements in 2025 included the successful organization of the 5th International
Professional Geology Conference, participation in EU policy events, and contributions to
international climate forums. EFG also continued to deliver professional training through the EFG
Academy and promoted geoscience careers through outreach initiatives such as LearnGeo.

Plans for 2026 include continuing advocacy activities, preparing for future conferences, and
strengthening professional development programs. The Federation will also focus on expanding

membership and supporting early-career educators.
Conclusion

HM thanked all participants for their comprehensive reports and acknowledged the support of
colleagues, for their contributions to IUGS events. She emphasized the importance of IUGS as the
"Olympics" of geoscience and assured that IUGS will continue to support the event and all affiliated
organizations. HM expressed gratitude to Jorge Gomez Tapias and his team from Geological Survey
of Colombia for their excellent work and hospitality. HM also thanked the Secretariat staff for the
efforts they have made for the smooth organizations of the EC meeting. Finally, she reiterated
IUGS's commitment to supporting capacity building and early-career scientists as the future

leaders of geosciences.



