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Menganti Beach, Kebumen UNESCO Global Geopark, Indonesia. 
Photo: © Rizal Nur Alfian. Courtesy of Kebumen UNESCO Global Geopark. Reproduced with 
permission in accordance with the UNESCO Media Corner guidelines for UNESCO Global Geoparks 
designated in 2025. (Indonesia is the venue for the Annual IUGS Executive Meeting – 2027, see page 2) 
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I) NEWS FROM IUGS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1) IUGS Executive Committee to Meet in Indonesia in January 2027: Advancing 
Engagement across the Global South 

The IUGS Executive Committee is pleased to announce that its next meeting will be held in Indonesia in 
January 2027, furthering its commitment to strengthening engagement across the Global South. The 
exact dates, venue, and programme will be communicated shortly by email to all IUGS Constituent 
Groups. 

Hosting the meeting in Indonesia reflects the strategic vision of the IUGS Executive Committee elected 
in 2024 to strengthen the Union's global presence by engaging more directly with regions where IUGS has 
historically had limited visibility and participation. Building on the successful Executive Committee 
meeting and the January 2026 LAC Workshop in Bogotá, Colombia, the 2027 meeting in Indonesia will 
extend this outreach to Southeast Asia, with a particular focus on expanding engagement across the 
Global South by encouraging new memberships, strengthening regional partnerships, and increasing 
participation in IUGS Constituent Groups, activities, and joint international programmes such as IGCP 
and ILP. 

The Executive Committee meeting will be held in conjunction with a UNESCO-supported Geoparks event, 
providing an excellent opportunity to strengthen collaboration between IUGS, UNESCO, and the 
international geopark community. Bringing these activities together will facilitate dialogue on the role of 
geoscience in sustainable development, geoheritage conservation, geotourism, education, and 
community engagement, while showcasing Indonesia's outstanding geological heritage. 

2) IUGS Calls for Applications to Host Secretariat (2028–2032) 

The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) invites formal applications from institutions 
willing to host the IUGS Secretariat for the period 1 September 2028 – 31 August 2032. The host institution 
will support the effective operation of the IUGS Secretariat, contribute to the leadership of the global 
geoscience community and can significantly enhance its own international visibility. The deadline for 
submission is 31 December 2026. The Call for Applications document is available at 
https://www.iugs.org/iugs-call-for-application-to-host-the-iugs-secretariat-2028-2032/. 

3) IUGS Invites EOIs to Host the 39th International Geological Conference (IGC 39, 2032) 

The IUGS invites adhering members to submit expressions of interest (EOIs) to host the 39th IGC in 2032, 
the flagship event of the IUGS. EOIs must be submitted using the attached proforma by 16 November 
2026, outlining the proposed venue, organising committee, and supporting organisations. Viable bidders 
will be invited to submit full applications by late May 2027. The EOI Guidance Notes and EOI Proforma 
are available at https://www.iugs.org/call-for-expressions-of-interest-to-host-the-39th-international-
geological-congress-in-2032-deadline-november-16th-2026/ 

4) IUGS Leadership in Action: Advancing Geoscience through Research and International 
Collaboration 

IUGS officers continue to advance geoscience through scientific leadership, research, education, 
international collaboration, and capacity building, strengthening the global impact of the geoscience 
community. 
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IUGS President, Prof. Hassina Mouri, has been reappointed for a second four-year term (2026–2030) as 
UNESCO Chair in Medical Geology in Africa at the University of Johannesburg. 
Established in 2022 as the first UNESCO Chair in Medical Geology worldwide, 
the Chair promotes research, education, and international collaboration at 
the interface of geoscience, environmental health, and sustainable 
development, with a particular focus on Africa. The renewal recognises the 
achievements of the first term, including the establishment of a strong 
research and training platform, the development of international 
partnerships, and the training of a new generation of African geoscientists. For more information, click 
here. 

IUGS Vice President, Prof. Maria Rose Petrizzo has been selected as the 2025-
2026 Inbound James B. Thompson Jr. Distinguished International Lecturer by the 
Geological Society of America (GSA). Through this programme, she is delivering a 
series of invited lectures at universities and research institutions across the 
United States in Washington, D.C., West Virginia, New Jersey, Missouri, Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Colorado, strengthening international scientific exchange and 
promoting collaboration within the global geoscience community. More 
information here. 

Together, these achievements demonstrate how IUGS leadership advances scientific excellence, 
international collaboration, and capacity building in support of UNESCO's priorities in science, 
education and sustainable development, the IUGS mission of advancing geoscience for society, and the 
International Science Council's vision of Science for the Global Good. 

5) Strengthening and Reviewing IUGS Constituent Groups 

Through their highly specialised activities, IUGS-Commissions and Task-Groups play a key role in 
translating the Union’s mission and strategic objectives into concrete scientific action. They contribute 
significantly to scientific excellence, interdisciplinary collaboration, capacity building, international 
networking, and the global visibility of geosciences. At the same time, they strengthen the role of 
geoscience in addressing pressing global issues such as sustainable development, natural resources, 
environmental change, geohazards, and societal resilience. 

The Executive Committee (EC) considers the constituent groups essential for ensuring that IUGS remains 
scientifically relevant, internationally visible, and responsive to rapidly evolving priorities within the 
global geoscience community. In particular, the constituent groups provide important platforms to 
support early-career scientists, strengthen regional cooperation, and increase participation from 
underrepresented regions, including countries in the Global South. 

Constituent groups must remain dynamic, forward-looking, and closely aligned with current scientific 
developments and emerging international priorities. Therefore, and according to the IUGS Statutes, all 
Commissions are intended to operate with a limited mandate and should undergo a formal review every 
four years to assess their scientific relevance, performance, and strategic alignment. 

As such reviews had not always been conducted consistently in recent years, several Commissions have 
remained active well beyond their originally intended duration. To strengthen organisational renewal and 
ensure continued scientific relevance, the EC therefore initiated a systematic review process for all 
Commissions that have been active for more than eight years. 

Between May and July 2026, the following IUGS Commissions were reviewed: 
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⚫ IUGS Commission for the Management and Application of Geoscience Information CGI (28 May 
2026) 

⚫ International Commission on Stratigraphy ICS (2 – 4 June 2026) 

⚫ International Commission on the History of Geological Sciences INHIGEO (20 – 23 July 2026) 

All reviews took place as on-site review meetings and were conducted in accordance with the 
“Guidelines for the Ad-hoc Review (ARC) of IUGS Commissions,” recently revised by the EC. The review 
committees consisted of at least one EC member and one external expert. Following ratification by the 
EC, IUGS will publish the results of all ARC reviews. 

The objective of these reviews is not only to evaluate past achievements, but also to identify future 
potential, emerging scientific priorities, opportunities for restructuring, and possible new directions. 
Through this process, the EC aims to ensure that IUGS constituent groups continue to reflect the latest 
developments and priorities within the international geoscience community while maintaining the 
highest scientific standards and long-term strategic impact. 

On behalf of the IUGS, the Executive Committee sincerely thanks all reviewers for their time, expertise, 
and commitment to the Ad-hoc Review process. Their valuable contributions help ensure the continued 
scientific excellence, relevance, and impact of the Union's constituent groups. 

6) IUGS @ STRATI 2026 in China 

Professor Hassina Mouri, President of the International 
Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS), had the honour of 
representing the Union at the opening ceremony of STRATI 
2026 (www.strati2026.org) in Suzhou, China, following an 
invitation from the Organising Committee. 

STRATI is the official congress of the International 
Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS), the oldest and largest 
commission of the IUGS. Held between sessions of the 
International Geological Congress (IGC), the conference is 
one of the world's leading forums for stratigraphic research, 
providing a unique platform for scientific exchange, 
international collaboration, and the advancement of 
stratigraphic knowledge. While its origins are deeply rooted 

in Europe, the 2026 edition in Suzhou reflects the ICS's commitment to fostering inclusive global 
participation and addressing shared scientific challenges through international cooperation. 

Bringing together more than 700 stratigraphers and geoscientists from around the world, STRATI 2026 
showcased the latest advances in stratigraphy and Earth sciences while strengthening international 
collaboration across the geoscience community.   

In her opening address, Professor Mouri reaffirmed the IUGS’ commitment to scientific excellence, 
international cooperation, and the development of the next generation of geoscientists. During the 
conference, she also participated in a national televised interview, highlighting the IUGS's mission, its 
global initiatives, and the vital role of international collaboration in advancing the geosciences. She also 
took the opportunity to acknowledge the Government of China, the Chinese geoscience community, and 
the supporting organisations for their continued support of IUGS, their commitment to international 
scientific collaboration, and their outstanding contribution to the success of STRATI 2026. 
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The conference concluded with closing remarks by 
Professor Maria Rose Petrizzo, IUGS Vice President, 
further demonstrating the Union's active 
engagement throughout the event. The participation 
of both the President and the Vice President 
underscored the IUGS's strong support for its 
scientific commissions and its enduring 
commitment to promoting excellence, 
collaboration, and capacity building within the 
global geoscience community. 

The IUGS extends its sincere appreciation to the 
STRATI 2026 Organising Committee for its kind 
invitation and warm hospitality, and congratulates the organisers on delivering an outstanding and highly 
successful conference. Through events such as STRATI, the IUGS and the ICS continue to strengthen 
international partnerships and advance the stratigraphic sciences for the benefit of the global 
geoscience community. 

7) IUGS @ SEGH 2026 in Slovenia 

IUGS Vice President, Professor Marko Komac, welcomed 
participants at the 41st International Conference on 
Environmental Geochemistry and Health—SEGH 2026 
(https://segh.net/segh2026), held in Ljubljana from 13 to 17 
July 2026. The event brought together academics, scientists, 
students, industry representatives and other SEGH 
members from around the world. IUGS sponsored the 
participation of three young researchers from the Global 
South at the conference. 

 

 

 

II) NEWS FROM IUGS MEMBERS 

1) News from the International Commission on Stratigraphy (ICS) 

a) A Milestone Congress in Suzhou, China 

The 5th International Congress on Stratigraphy (STRATI 2026) was successfully held in Suzhou, Jiangsu 
Province, China, from June 28 to July 3, 2026. For the first time, the STRATI Congress took place outside 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/


IUGS E-Bulletin | Issue No. 230                                                                                 July 2026 

 

 
 
Page 6 

 
@the_iugs 

A logo of a camera

Description automatically generated

@the_iugs 

A blue circle with a white letter f in it

Description automatically generated

@IUGS 

A blue and black logo

Description automatically generated

@IUGS 

Europe, marking a significant milestone for the international stratigraphic community and demonstrating 
that stratigraphy is a global endeavour. 

The congress brought together over 700 participants from 33 countries. Numerous graduate students, 
post-docs and early career scientists made significant contributions to the meeting; many were 
supported by IUGS funds. The scientific program featured 9 plenary lectures, 422 oral presentations in 
30 sessions, and 156 posters, covering all major branches of stratigraphy, from Precambrian deep-time 
records to Phanerozoic biostratigraphy, chemostratigraphy, cyclostratigraphy, digital stratigraphy, 
planetary stratigraphy, and anthropogenic research. 

A special highlight was the full-day “Next-
Generation Earth Time” Forum co-organised by the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and the 
International Commission on Stratigraphy. During 
this forum, the ICS executive presented the state of 
the art of the activities, as well as opportunities for 
improvement, future challenges and vision. In the 
second part the OneStrata AI prototype, an 
intelligent stratigraphic data platform integrating 
global outcrop records, fossil archives, and 
geochemical datasets, was formally demonstrated, 
and experts outlined the implementation roadmap 
for the GTS 2030. Three medals were awarded 
including two Digby McLaren Medals (Profs. Steven 
Holland and Mark Patskowsky) and the ICS Medal. 

Three mid-conference field excursions visited the Meishan GSSP section, the Tai Lake Xishan Permian–
Triassic outcrops, and the Ordovician–Silurian sections in Anji, Zhejiang. A post-conference excursion to 
the Devonian–Carboniferous successions in the Guilin karst area and a Triassic GSSP field workshop 
were also organised. 

The congress was generously supported by Nanjing 
University, the Nanjing Institute of Geology and 
Palaeontology (CAS), the China University of 
Geosciences (Wuhan), and the Suzhou Deep-time 
Digital Earth Research Centre, with venue and 
logistical support from the governments of Suzhou, 
Kunshan, and Jiangsu Province. 

STRATI 2026 successfully bridged classical 
stratigraphy with cutting-edge technologies, 
fostered new international collaborations, and 
elevated the profile of deep-time geological 
research in East Asia. It left a legacy for the global 
stratigraphic community. 

 

 

 

 
Photo of graduate students and post-docs supported 
by ICS/IUGS including various subcommission chairs 
and ICS Chair and Secretary-General 

 
Awarding of ICS Medal to David De Vleeschouwer (3rd 
from left) by Charles Henderson (ICS Secretary-
General), Shuzhong Shen (ICS Vice-Chair) and 
Elisabetta Erba (ICS Chair). 
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2) News from the Commission on Geoscience Education (COGE) 

During July 2026, the COGE continued to strengthen its international profile through initiatives that 
promote excellence in geoscience education, global collaboration, and community engagement. 

This month COGE continued celebrating another dedicated Geoscience Educator of the Month (GEM). 
July's recognition celebrated Professor Elena Bonaccorsi (Italy), Professor of Mineralogy at the University 
of Pisa and Director of the University Natural History Museum. Through her outstanding work in 
mineralogy, museum education, and public engagement, Professor Bonaccorsi has helped connect 
universities, schools, and communities, demonstrating the important role of geoscience educators in 
inspiring future generations. 

On 23 July, COGE's Education, Outreach and Policy (EOP) Subcommission delivered an IUGS COGE EOP 
Webinar featuring Dr Joana Rodrigues, who explored the role of UNESCO Global Geoparks in promoting 
geodiversity, geological heritage and public engagement. The webinar brought together educators and 
geoscience professionals from different regions to exchange experiences and strengthen international 
collaboration in geoeducation.  

 

Preparations also continued for GeoSciEdX 2026 in Adelaide, Australia. During the conference, COGE 
Chair Dr Sandra Villacorta will present the draft IUGS White Paper on Geoscience Education, officially 
launching its global consultation process. The draft will serve as the basis for international discussion 
and community input before publication. Dr Villacorta will also lead the workshop "From Mapping 
Geohazards to Disaster Prevention: Hands-On Classroom Strategies," providing practical classroom 
activities to support disaster risk reduction education for teachers and educators. 

COGE also celebrated the presentation of the 2nd Chris King Medal, awarded to Professor Maria Amelia 
Calonge Garcia during the 23rd Symposium on the Teaching and Learning of Geology, hosted by the 
University of Almería, Spain, in partnership with AEPECT (Spanish Association for the Teaching of Earth 
Sciences). A recording of the award ceremony will soon be available on the COGE YouTube channel. 

To stay informed about upcoming webinars, educational initiatives, international collaborations and 
opportunities to get involved, visit the COGE website and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, X 
and YouTube. 

3) News from the Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB) 

a) Planning the Execution of an Applied Geochemistry Project 
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https://iugscoge.org/iugs-coge-eop-webinar-july-2026-unesco-global-geoparks-public-engagement-with-geodiversity-and-geological-heritage-by-dr-joana-rodrigues/
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The Fellowship Seminars of the Society of Environmental Geochemistry and Health, which were 
launched in 2022, are an invaluable teaching platform where SEGH Fellows share their experience and 
knowledge with Early Career Researchers, and the global applied geochemistry community at large. On 
3 July 2026, Alecos Demetriades (CGGB Chair) delivered a seminar on how to plan and execute an 
Applied Geochemistry Project using a real example, an environmental contamination study.  

Of course, the IUGS Manual of Standard 
Methods for Establishing the Global 
Geochemical Reference Network was 
promoted along with other key publications that 
young and even senior applied geochemists 
should be aware of and use in their work.  

 

 

The video of the original presentation can be watched on YouTube: 
https://youtu.be/D0kDeLLig3Y?si=7ShpgJRZt0GOKq7J, and the original PowerPoint presentation can be 
downloaded from either https://segh.net/seghlive-fellows or 
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=kZXDB40Z6h5xSQzk2BBRn4zf8d2B5H64xfuV.  

4) News from the Initiative on Forensic Geology (IFG) 

a) Prof Dame Lorna Dawson 

In July 2026, Prof. Lorna Dawson was formally made Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire 
(DBE) by His Majesty the King in the 2026 New Year Honours list.  

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/dame-scottish-cbe-high-court-inverness-
b2891803.html 

b) Forensic Geology, Slovenia 

On behalf of IUGS-IFG, Prof. Duncan Pirrie delivered 
a one-day workshop on forensic soil sampling and 
analysis as part of the 41st International Conference 
on Environmental Geochemistry and Health 
(SEGH2026), Ljubljana, Slovenia, 13–17 July 2026. 
On the following day, Professor Pirrie delivered a 
keynote lecture co-authored with Dr Laurance 
Donnelly and Dame Professor Lorna Dawson. 
SEGH2026 was organised by the Geological Survey 
of Slovenia, the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of 
Natural Sciences and Engineering, and the 
Slovenian Geological Society. 

 

c) Dr Mark Harrison, Outback Terror, Channel 4 

In July 2026, Dr Mark Harrison led a Channel 4 (a British television service broadcaster) true crime 
documentary to revisit the 2001 murder and burial of British tourist Peter Falconio, and the attack of 

 

 
Prof Duncan Pirrie, delivering a workshop on forensic 
geology, Slovenia (source, Prof Duncan Pirrie). 
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Joanne Lees. This took place in a remote part of the Australian outback. John Murdoch was subsequently 
found guilty of the crime. However, the body of Peter was never found. The documentary evaluates 
evidence and provides information on new possible search areas using a geoforensic approach. 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/outback-terror-the-falconio-murder 

d) British Military, Search Training 

On 1 July 2026, Dr Laurance Donnelly was invited to provide training on ground search for burials for the 
UK military, Ministry of Defence, Munitions and Search (DEMS) Training Regiment. The focus of the search 
training was clandestine graves. He provided guidance on how to search and locate homicide graves, 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and other buried devices. 

 

Dr Laurance Donnelly providing forensic geology training in ground searches for graves and IEDs for the British 
military (source, Dr Laurance Donnelly). 

5) News from the IUGS Commission on Geoethics 

a) Webinars on Geoethics 

Vincent S. Cronin (Chair of the Task Group on IUGS Ethical Guidelines of the IUGS Commission on 
Geoethics) delivered an invited talk entitled “Some Components of Practical Geoethics” at the Lunch 
& Learn initiative of the AIPG—American Institute of Professional Geologists, the largest geosciences 
association devoted to ethical and professional practices in the U.S. (20 July 2026). 

Silvia Peppoloni (Chair of the IUGS Commission on Geoethics) delivered an invited talk entitled 
“Geoethics and Modifying Factors in the PERC Reporting Standard: Bridging Values and Practices” 
at the Geology & Mining Competent Person Workshop organised by Sibelco, a global multinational 
company that extracts, processes, and distributes industrial specialty minerals and leads in glass 
recycling (23 June 2026). 

b) Other News from the International Geoethics Research Infrastructure International 
Geoethics Day 2026: 15 October 2026 

The theme of the 10th edition, “Bridging Disciplines, Connecting 
Responsibilities”, highlights the importance of dialogue and 
collaboration among the geosciences, humanities, social sciences, 
education, policymaking, and local communities in addressing today’s 
environmental and societal challenges. If you want to organise an event 
(conference, webinar, seminar, field trip, etc.) to celebrate the 
International Geoethics Day 2026, please send an email to 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/outback-terror-the-falconio-murder
https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-day
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iapgeoethics@aol.com. We will be happy to promote your event. Hashtag: #geoethicsday2026. More: 
https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-day  

c) Geoethics Medal 2026: Call for Nominations 

The Geoethics Medal honours scientists and scholars who have demonstrated exceptional commitment 
to ethical practices in geoscience research and/or practice, as well as its interdisciplinary applications. 
The Geoethics Medal is open to geoscientists and other scholars/professionals from around the world 
who have made significant contributions to promoting geoethics and social geosciences and/or 
including geoethical principles and values into their professional and/or societal practices.  

Deadline to submit nominations: 31 December 2026. More information about the documents to be 
submitted: https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-medal  

6) News from the International Commission on the History of Geological Sciences 
(INHIGEO) 

a) INHIGEO Outreach – Recent Sponsored Sessions 

As part of its outreach initiatives to raise awareness of the history of the geological sciences, INHIGEO 
sponsors historical sessions within geoscience and history of science conferences.  

https://inhigeo.org/sponsored-conferences-and-sessions/ 

JULY 2026 – INHIGEO sponsored session at ESHS & HSS Edinburgh  

The Plural Worlds of Earth Science: Visual, Material, 
and Institutional Transformations Across 
Disciplines, Scales, and Territories 

Organised by INHIGEO member Valentina Roberti 
(Italy) at the joint Meeting of the European Society 
for the History of Science and the History of 
Science Society, in Edinburgh (Scotland) from 12 
to 16 July 2026. 

At this meeting a further twenty IUGS INHIGEO 
members contributed to a variety of other sessions 
in the history of science during the conference week 
on themes ranging from history of mining, 
palaeontology, stratigraphy, women in geology, 
collections, radiation, medical geology, theory of 
geology, scientific translation, communication, 
correspondence, exploration and diplomacy 
representing ten countries (Austria, Canada, China, 
Italy, Ireland, Japan, Morocco, Switzerland, UK, 
USA). 

https://hssonline.org/page/Edinburgh26 

 

 

 
INHIGEO sponsored a session with a panel of five 
speakers on the theme. 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/
mailto:iapgeoethics@aol.com
https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-day
https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-medal
http://www.globalgeochemicalbaselines.eu/
http://www.globalgeochemicalbaselines.eu/
https://hssonline.org/page/Edinburgh26
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MAY 2026 - INHIGEO co-sponsored session at EGU Vienna  

INHIGEO was present at the European Geological Union (EGU) Meeting in Vienna 2026 held on 3 to 8 May 
2026 with a co-sponsored transdisciplinary session, co-organised by INHIGEO members Claudia 
Principe (Italy) and Piotr Krzywiec (Poland). 

Session NH9.14: Lessons Learnt and Perspectives on Risk Communication and Preparedness 

Ten talks and 14 posters were presented by participants representing 5 countries: abstracts may be found 
at the session link (https://www.egu26.eu/session/58064). 

b) New Perspectives in the History of Earth Sciences 

The webinar series focuses on early career 
scholars and their fascinating, innovative 
research in the history of the geological sciences 
and is organised by INHIGEO members 
Maddalena Napolitani (Italy) and Victor Monnin 
(France). 

 
 
 
 

c) INHIGEO Anniversaries—New Contribution 

Occasion: A Woman in Andean Mining Died 90 Years ago  

Author: Ricardo N. Alonso (Argentina)  

Title: Lola Mora (1866–1936): Artist and Pioneer in Mining and Oil in Argentina 

The year 2026 marks three anniversaries related to the great Argentine 
artist Lola Mora (born in Salta, 1866– died in Buenos Aires, 1936), who 
abandoned her artistic career to devote herself to prospecting for 
minerals in the Andes Mountains and extracting unconventional oil from 
oil shale. 

Please open the link to know more: https://inhigeo.org/anniversaries/ 

 

 

 

 
Photo caption. Lola Mora (1866–1936). National Archives of Argentina (AGN, 
Public domain).  
 

 

III) NEWS FROM IUGS AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS 

1) News from the International Medical Geology Association (IMGA) 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/
https://www.egu26.eu/session/58064
https://inhigeo.org/anniversaries/
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a) Medical Geology in Iran 

Zahra Soleimanirad, a new member of the IUGS-
affiliated association, International Medical Geology 
Association, delivered a webinar for IMGA on 7 July 
2026, entitled “Medical Geology in Iran: Geogenic 
Controls on Environmental Health and Future 
Research Opportunities”. 

Zahra Soleimanirad explained her interest in creating 
a group of Medical Geology in Iran and the important 
issues related to Medical Geology she can share with 
the organization. The webinar was well attended, 
interesting questions were posted and IMGA is 
committed to help Zahra Soleimanirad in the task of 
increasing the interest in Medical Geology in Iran. 

The webinar and information about the presenter are 
posted in the IMGA website: 
https://medicalgeology.org/resources/webinars/ 

b) IMGA One Health Working Group Meeting Held at Nanjing University 

On 3 July 2026, the IMGA One Health 
Working Group Meeting was held at the 
School of the Environment, Nanjing 
University, China. Convened by Prof. Lei 
Huang, Chair of the IMGA One Health 
Working Group, the meeting welcomed 
Prof. Hassina Mouri, President of the 
IUGS, together with researchers from 
medical geology, public health, 
epidemiology, toxicology, atmospheric 
science, and earth sciences. 

Opening the meeting, Prof. Huang 
emphasised that human health is fundamentally linked with geological and environmental systems, 
highlighting the role of medical geology in advancing the One Health agenda. 

Prof. Huang outlined the Working Group’s vision of integrating geology, medicine, environmental science, 
and public health to strengthen international collaboration and address emerging environmental health 
challenges in China, Africa, and other regions. 

The keynote lecture was delivered by Prof. Hassina Mouri, entitled Medical Geology: Understanding the 
Links between Geology, Environment, and Human Health. Drawing on diverse international case studies, 
she highlighted how geological processes influence human, animal, and ecosystem health, reinforcing 
the central role of geological sciences in advancing the One Health agenda. 

 
Presentation of Iran’s geological framework as 
introduction to the webinar 

 
International Medical Geology Association (IMGA) One Health 
Working Group Academic Symposium 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/
https://medicalgeology.org/resources/webinars/
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The meeting also featured invited 
presentations on One Health, ambient 
ozone and osteoporosis, biomass-
burning aerosols, and selenium 
intervention and cadmium exposure. The 
event concluded with discussions on 
future IMGA One Health Working Group 
activities, international partnerships, 
training opportunities, and collaborative 
research, reaffirming the Working 
Group’s commitment to advancing 
integrated, evidence-based solutions to 
global environment-health challenges. 

 

2) News from the International Association for the Conservation of Geological Heritage 

a) Geoheritage and Geoparks: vulnerability to climate change 

At the conference "Geosciences and Sustainable Development", hosted by Eduardo Mondlane University 
in Maputo, Mozambique, Lola Pereira was invited as Keynote speaker to present a contribution on 
Geoheritage and Geoparks and the influence of climate change in the conservation of sites. This 
contribution was elaborated in collaboration with Las Loras Geopark officials Jose Angel Sanchez Fabian 
and Karmah Salman Monte, and Kevin Page, chair of ProGeo, ex-Secretary General of the International 
Commission on Geoheritage, and Editor-in-Chief of the journal Geoheritage. 

The conference took place in hybrid mode with very good attendance, both onsite and online. The subject 
was of particular interest for all the people attending the session and it will be a key of continuation of the 
activities in collaboration: Africa-Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Hassina Mouri, President of IUGS, Professor at the 
University of Johannesburg 

  

Left: Conference room in Eduardo Mondlane 
University in Maputo, Mozambique, with participants 
onsite and online 

Right: Presentation of Keynote, by Prof. Lola Pereira 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
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3) News from the International Palaeontology Association (IPA) 

a) The International Palaeontological Association anticipates the election of new Officers at its 
upcoming meeting in Cape Town, South Africa 

The International Palaeontological Association (https://www.ipa-assoc.com/) is pleased to announce 
that its Nominating Committee has selected the following slate of candidates to stand for election to 
serve as its Officers for the term 2026—2030.  

President:  Anusuya Chinsamy-Turan (South Africa)  

Secretary-General:  Moriaki Yasuhara (Japan) 

Treasurer:  Thomas Oszewski (USA) 

Vice-Presidents: Diego Balseiro (Argentina), Devapriya Chattopadhyay (India) 

 Evelyn Kustatscher (Austria) Andrej Spiridonov (Lithuania) 

 Alycia Stigall (USA), Renbin Zhan (China) 

Councillors-at-Large:  Mika Rizki Puspaningrum (Indonesia), Erin Saupe (UK/USA) 

The election will take place at the Association's Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly, during the 7th 
International Palaeontological Congress in Cape Town, South Africa, 30 November—3 December 2026. 

In accordance with IPA's Constitution, additional nominations for any office can be made by any member, 
provided such nomination is supported by at least five other members, is made in writing, and is received 
by the Secretary-General before the opening of the next Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly. Such 
nominations must include evidence that the nominee is eligible and willing to accept the office if elected.  

Please join us for what promises to be a most enjoyable and highly productive meeting in Cape Town. 
Please see https://www.ipc7.site/ Early Bird registration for the Congress remains open until 31 

August 2026. 

This conference was the closing event of the Erasmus+ Project GEODES: "Geosciences and 
Sustainable Development: Enhancing Higher Education Training and Research Capacity in Africa", 
with the participation of European countries (Spain, Portugal and Italy) and Portuguese speaking 
countries in Africa (Mozambique and Angola). 

 

http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
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IV) EVENTS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH IUGS  

1) 51st INHIGEO Annual Symposium–Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe) 2–15 September 2026 

In 2026 INHIGEO will hold its upcoming 51st Annual Symposium 
in Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe) from 6 to10 September with themes 
focusing on  

• History of pre- and post-colonial mining in Southern Africa 

• History of Palaeoanthropology in Southern Africa 

• History of Geological Exploration in Central Africa 

• General Contributions to History of Geological Science 

Pre-conference excursions (2–6 September) are being 
organised around Johannesburg (South Africa) to include Mining 
history of the Witwatersrand the greatest goldfield on Earth, 
Crown jewels of Palaeoanthropology at Witwatersrand 
University, Cradle of Humankind tour and Maropeng centre.  
Post-conference excursions (11–15 September) in the area of 
Bulawayo (Zimbabwe) will include visits to the National 
Museum of Zimbabwe, Matobo National Park with painted caves 
and spectacular granite tor scenery, Ndebele Village, Khami 

Ruins and the area of Great Zimbabwe. 

Further information: https://inhigeo.org/51th-symposium/ 

2) SEG Announces GEOMIN 2026 to Be Hosted in Uzbekistan, 14–18 September 2026 

Following the resounding success of GEOMIN 2025 in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, in partnership with the Saudi Geological Survey; the Society of 
Exploration Geophysicists (SEG), is pleased to announce that GEOMIN 
2026 will take place in Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 14–18 September 
2026 under the patronage of Ministry of Mining Industry and Geology of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

This milestone marks the continued expansion of GEOMIN as a premier 
global forum for advancing mining geoscience, subsurface innovation, 
and sustainable resource development. 

For more information, please visit SEG Announces GEOMIN 2026 to Be Hosted in Uzbekistan, 14–18 
September 2026 - SEG 
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V) OTHER IMPORTANT NOTES 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSIONS: Please adhere to the guidelines below when submitting your 
news for publication in the E-Bulletin: 

• Number of words: Maximum 300 words with links to the other sources for more details about 
the activities. 

• Font and Size: (Heading 1: Roboto 16, Heading 2: Roboto B12, Heading 3: Roboto-Regular 12, 
Heading 4: Roboto B 11, and body:  Roboto 11) 

• Photographs: Maximum two high-resolution (inserted in the text with caption) and attached 
as JPG to your email. 

• Language: Kindly make sure your text has been proofread for language. 

• Deadline for submission to Editors: We kindly request that you submit your news by the end 
of each month. For instance, news for June is supposed to be published in July. Submit your 
news to the Editors: 

Dr Wei Jun Zhao (IUGS Councillor), Shenyang Centre, China Geological Survey, China 

Email: wilsonwjz@outlook.com 

Dr Farnoosh Farjandi (IUGS Councillor), Geological Survey of Iran, Iran 

Email: farnooshfarjandi@gmail.com 

1) IUGS SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS: Follow the IUGS on social media through Facebook, 

Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube. 

2) CONTACT INFORMATION: To be added to or removed from the IUGS E-Bulletin subscriber list, 
please email secretariat@iugs.org. 
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