IUGS E-Bulletin | Issue No. 231 August 2026

International Union of Geological Sciences

Lo
W

www.iugs.org

NEWS FROM IUGS NEWS FROM IUGS EVENTS IN
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS PARTNERSHIP WITH
COMMITTEE IUGS

International Union
of Geological Sciences @

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES

) TUGS

International Union
of Geological Sciences

Expression oﬂnterest (Eol)
Geciagiosl Sengrees aC'7082 HOSTING OF THE
et IUGS SECRETARIAT

' (2028-2032)

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

SUBMISSION DEADLINE The International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS)

116 2026

invites applications from institutions interested in
hosting the IUGS Secretariat for the period
1 September 2028 - 31 August 2032.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE Dr. Ludwig Stroink
www.iugs.org ——M— DECEMBER 31, 2026
d

@ gs_iugs@gfz.de | @ secretariat@iugs.org X, +

www.iugs.org

© Deadline Reminder! Interested in hosting theIGCor thelUGS Secretariat Office? Don’t miss the
upcoming Expression of Interest (Eol) deadlines! # Check the latest deadlines and submission details on the IUGS

website: https://www.iugs.org/news/

E-Bulletin at a Glance

1) NEWS FROM IUGS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE .....cccuiuiiniuiniininieieninceienteceiencecenencecesencaces 2
1) NEWS FROM UGS MEMBERS......ccuituitiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiertriitectenetatateceesatacsesensnsnans 2
111) NEWS FROM IUGS AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS ....ccceriiiiiuiinriirniencencasaiencencencancnns 6
IV) EVENTS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH TUGS. ......ccctuiiiiiiiiiiuitnriiiiiiniiniiriieaciacesaieaceacenssncans 8
V) OTHER IMPORTANT NOTES .....c.cuiiuiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiriiieitettttitaiteteesstattessessssassassessssannes 9

0 @IUGS ' O" @the iuoso @the iugsm @IUGS Page 1


http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@theIUGS
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.instagram.com/the_iugs/
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.facebook.com/iugspage
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4906283/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-union-of-geological-sciences-iugs/
https://www.iugs.org/news/

IUGS E-Bulletin | Issue No. 231 August 2026

I) NEWS FROM IUGS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

IUGS Bids Farewell and Welcomes New Councillors

IUGS bids farewell to two outgoing Councillors, Prof. Yamirka Rojas-Agramonte and Prof. Lola Pereira,
who have completed their four-year term on the Executive Committee (2022-2026).

Prof. Rojas-Agramonte is now at Heidelberg
University, Germany, where she holds the
Professorship for Isotope Geology and Petrology.
During her term, she co-founded and led the IUGS
Young Reporters Initiative, engaging in early-career
geoscientists around the world.

Prof. Pereira is Full Professor of Petrology and
Geochemistry at the University of Salamanca,
Spain. She has given IUGS over a decade of service
across multiple roles, including her work on the b
"Heritage Stones Subcommission” and as the first Prof. Yamirka Rojas-Agramonte Prof. Lola Pereira
woman to chair the Publications Committee, before

joining the Executive Committee in 2022.

We extend our sincere gratitude to both for their dedication and service to our Union.

We also welcome two new Councillors, Prof. Renee
M. Clary and Dr. Josephine Uushona, who will join
the Executive Committee for the 2026-2030 term.
Prof. Clary is Professor of Geology and Museum
Director at Mississippi State University, USA, with a
broad research portfolio in geoscience education,
paleontology, and the history of geology. Dr.
Uushona is a senior geoscientist at the Geological
Survey of Namibia, with extensive experience in
geoscience outreach and science communication.
Prof. Renee M. Clary Dr. Josephine Uushona ~ We look forward to their contributions in the years
ahead.

1) NEWS FROM IUGS MEMBERS

1) News from the Commission on Geoscience Education (COGE)

In August 2026, COGE strengthened its international engagement through member recognition,
GeoSciEdX 2026 participation, and initiatives supporting collaboration and professional
development.

COGE proudly honored Professor Zoltan Unger from the Nemeskiirty Istvan Teacher Training Centre,
Ludovika University of Public Service, Hungary, as the August Geoscience Educator of the Month
(GEM), recognizing his innovative approaches to teaching and assessment and his commitment to
meaningful student learning.
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COGE also contributed to the 10 International Conference on Geoscience Education (GeoSciEdX
2026), held in Adelaide, Australia, from 14 to 16 August. Highlights included a field trip to Hallett Cove,
the workshop “From Mapping Geohazards to Disaster Prevention: Hands-On Classroom Strategies”
led by COGE Chair Sandra Villacorta, and the presentation of the open consultation draft of the IUGS
White Paper on Geoscience Education during Big Ideas Day. COGE is grateful to the organisers and
participants for creating a valuable space for exchange and collaboration. The White Paper
consultation remains open, and contributions from the wider geoscience education community are
welcome.

2D\ GEOSCIENCE EDUCATOR Geoscience Education 2V &) Eventrecap
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COGE also congratulated its regular member from the United States, Professor Sharon Locke, on her
appointment as Chair of the IGEO Council. Her new role highlights the contributions of COGE
members to advancing geoscience education and strengthening international collaboration.

Building on this momentum, COGE continues to create opportunities for community participation.
The COGE Geoscience Education Field Officer (GEFO) Programme Logo Contest has entered its
People’s Choice phase, inviting the community to vote for one of three finalist logos here. Voting will
remain open until September 18, 2026. The COGE GeoArt Contest has also been extended, with
awards for the top three submissions, while COGE is preparing to launch an Early Career/Student
Support Grant to support early-career geoscientists participating in international educational events
and professional development opportunities.

To stay informed about upcoming webinars, educational initiatives, international collaborations and
opportunities to get involved, visit the COGE website and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Linkedin,
X and YouTube.

2) News from the Commission on Global Geochemical Baselines (CGGB)

a) SEGH 2026 Conference in Ljubljana, Slovenia

Two members of the Commission’s Steering Committee, Prof. Ariadne Argyraki and Dr. Zacharenia
Kypritidou, participated in SEGH2026, the 41%t International Conference on Environmental
Geochemistry and Health, held in Ljubljana, Slovenia (13-17 July 2026), which was organised by the
Geological Survey of Slovenia, the University of Ljubljana, the Slovenian Geological Society, and SEGH
(https://www.geo-zs.si/en/konferenca-segh-2026/). The leading organisers were Martin Gabersek
and Mateja Gosar from the Geological Survey of Slovenia, both of whom are CGGB members.

During the conference, the 48-second promotional film of IGC2028 was played, and the English-
language pop-up banner was displayed.
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The conference offered a valuable opportunity to strengthen ties with SEGH, which has been
formally affiliated with IUGS since 2024. This collaboration continues to bear fruit through direct
IUGS support for early-career researchers (ECRs). SEGH has received a significant IUGS grant
dedicated to ECR activities. Through this funding, three conference scholarships were awarded to:

¢ Dr. Jamie-Leigh Abrahams, University of the Western Cape, South Africa,
¢ Dr. Misozi Makangila, The Copperbelt University, Zambia, and
¢ Dr. Mouataz T. Mostafa, Arish University, Egypt.

The same IUGS grant is also launching an ECR writing skills hub in Nigeria, led by SEGH Fellow Prof.
Akinade Shadrach Olatunji and SEGH Associate Fellow Dr. Jerry Olajide-Kayode. This partnership
highlights the value of IUGS affiliation in channelling direct support to early-career geoscientists,
particularly in Africa, and the Commission looks forward to continued engagement with SEGH’s ECR
programme.

b) Goldschmidt 2026 in Montreal, Canada

Prof. David Cohen, Treasurer of the IUGS, together with Dr. Hamid Zekri and Assistant Prof. lan
Graham, presented a paper on “Developing soil geochemistry and Pb isotope ratio baselines prior to
commencement of mining operations at a major sulfide-hosted Ag deposit in south-eastern Australia”.
The results of this project are being closely followed by a number of regulatory agencies in New South
Wales, including the Environmental Protection Agency, NSW Health and the Department of Primary
Industry. The project is a collaboration between the University of New South Wales, Tibicen Consulting
and the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation.

The paper highlighted the important work of CGGB in developing protocols for geochemical mapping
(IUGS Manual of Standard Methods), and presented the results of various studies underpinned by this
Commission's work. This included the Pb content of soil and sediments in the FOREGS Geochemical
Atlas of Europe, the Soil Geochemical Atlas of Cyprus and the National Geochemical Survey of
Australia (which now includes Pb isotopes). A recent extension to the project will be presented at the
315t IAGS in Beijing in September.

Further discussions were held at Goldschmidt concerning technical requirements for ensuring
validity, metadata requirements and quality of geochemical data placed in the public domain. A more
challenging issue was ensuring that such databases are properly curated and remain accessible to
the geoscience community in perpetuity.
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Goldschmidt 2026 in Montreal (Photographs by Hamid Zekri).

3) News from the IUGS Commission on Geoethics

a) Video Recording of the Great Debate on Al in the Geosciences at EGU26

The video recording of the Great Debate held at the European Geosciences Union (EGU) General
Assembly 2026 in Vienna, entitled “The Ethics of Using Artificial Intelligence in the Geosciences:
Opportunities and Risks”, is freely available online:

https://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU26/session/58586#

The debate examined the ethical opportunities and challenges of Al's growing use in the geosciences,
including scientific integrity, transparency, accountability, data governance, professional
responsibility, and geoscientists’ future role. Drawing on expertise in geosciences, philosophy, ethics,
law, and information science, it explored how Al can be responsibly developed and applied to advance
science and societal well-being.

All members of the IUGS Commission on
Geoethics -Task Group on Artificial
Intelligence in Geosciences—Paul
Cleverley (Chair; Robert Gordon University,
United Kingdom), Mrinalini Kochupillai
(Hanken School of Economics, Finland),
Mark Lindsay (CSIRO, Australia), and
Emma Ruttkamp-Bloem (University of
Pretoria, South Africa)—participated as
panellists in the event together with Marine
Denolle (University of Washington, USA),
which was organized by the EGU Geoethics
Logo of International Geoethics Day 2026. Working Group. The Great Debate was
chaired by Alice-Agnes Gabriel (Scripps
Institution of Oceanography, University of California San Diego, USA), with contributions from Jens
Klump (CSIRO, Austrialia; EGU Geoethics Working Group) and Giuseppe Di Capua (Istituto Nazionale
di Geofisica e Vulcanologia, Italy; International Association for Promoting Geoethics — IAPG, IUGS
Commission on Geoethics, and EGU Geoethics Working Group), who co-convened this event.

~ The ethics of using Artificial Intelligence
in the Geosciences - Opportunities and Risks GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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b) Other news from the International Geoethics Research Infrastructure

International Geoethics Day 2026 in Rome: 12 October 2026

A conference (held in Italian) entitled “Geoethics and & €°ET1C4%““ .
Responsibility in the Earth Sciences” will take place in the Q& SC\ENZESDE“ (,)._ ’
Conference Hall of the Istituto Nazionale di Geofisica e e‘);’ 2 " \
Vulcanologia in Rome, Italy (fig. 2). Bringing together scholars Q\ o
from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, this event will foster ;3‘;}’;‘ g T

interdisciplinary dialogue and celebrate International Geoethics \w’ 13700
Day 2026. It is sponsored by the IAPG, the IUGS Commission on \ /
Geoethics, the EGU Geoethics Working Group, and the CIPSH Chair "2, S Qmma o
on Geoethics. More: https://www.geoethics.org/geoethics-day

G, isumuto nazonae &
/5, D! GEOFISICA E VULCANOLOGIA ?0‘\

s,
UNEs, connectin® %

Logo of the event organized in Rome,
Italy, to celebrate International
Geoethics Day 2026.

4) News from the International Commission on the History of Geological Sciences
(INHIGEO)

a) INHIGEO Anniversaries—New Contribution

Occasion: Geological map published 170 years ago
Author: John S. Compton (South Africa)
Title: Andrew Geddes Bain (1797-1864) - the First Geological Map of South Africa (1856)

The first comprehensive geological map of South Africa was published
by the Geological Society of London in 1856, 170 years ago. The map
represented a major advance in the understanding of South African
geology and was put together in 1852 by Andrew Geddes Bain (1797-
1864), in consultation with William Guybon Atherstone (1814-1898).
Bain was a road engineer and Atherstone a medical doctor.

ot Y

Please open the link to know more: https://inhigeo.org/anniversaries/

Andrew Geddes Bain (1797-1864).
Source: Wikimedia commons.

I1) NEWS FROM IUGS AFFILIATED ORGANISATIONS

1) News from the European Federation of Geologists (EFG) and the Société Géologique
de France (SGF)

LearnGeo 2026 highlights geoscience career pathways
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LearnGeo 2026 took place in France, on 18 June
2026, as part of the Pau Geosciences Week. The
first edition of this geoscience education and
outreach conference was co-organised by the
European Federation of Geologists (EFG) and its
French member, the Société Géologique de
France (SGF).

Held under the theme “Geosciences? Act for
tomorrow!”, LearnGeo 2026 brought together
science teachers, career guidance counsellors,
university students and geoscience
professionals. Its objective was to demonstrate -
the diversity of geoscience careers and the =

importance  of geological knowledge in
addressing current and future societal Workshop around the Subsurface Resources Fresco
challenges. (Fresque des Ressources du Sous-Sol) held by Péle

AVENIA as part of LearnGeo 2026

Presentations and workshops showcased the importance of geoscience for society in the fields of
geothermal energy, underground energy storage, natural hydrogen prospecting, mineral and
aggregate extraction, land-use planning, offshore wind infrastructure, and the relationship between
mining and environmental protection. Speakers from academia and industry provided participants
with practical insights into the many ways geoscientists contribute to the energy transition,
sustainable resource management and territorial development.

As part of LearnGeo 2026, EFG was pleased to award a travel grant
to Aboutarouk Ayoub, a PhD researcher specialising in economic
geology and remote sensing, enabling him to participate in the event
activities in Pau. The grant was sponsored by the International Union
of Geological Sciences (IUGS).

Aboutarouk described the experience as an important opportunity to
broaden his knowledge beyond his immediate research field,
establish connections with geoscientists working in European
academia and industry, and better understand how geological
expertise supports the energy transition.

The grant reflects the shared commitment of IUGS, EFG and SGF to
supporting early-career geoscientists, professional development

IUGS travel grant awardee  and geoscience education.
Aboutarouk Ayoub

Read more about LearnGeo 2026 here:
https://eurogeologists.eu/efg-at-the-pau-geosciences-week-geodays-and-learngeo-2026

2) News from the Standing Commiittee for Gender Equality in Science (SCGES)

Half of the world population consists of women. However, women represent only about a third of
scientists; this proportion falls below 15% among the leaders of the scientific community. An
increasingly large number of initiatives seek to remedy this situation, which is detrimental to science
as well as to women. These initiatives are at the local, national, regional, or international level, within
or across scientific disciplines.
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The SCGES has launched on August 20 2026 a worldwide online directory of these initiatives, so as to
give them better visibility. Due to the recent creation of the directory the list of initiatives is currently
very short. Please help us make it longer by submitting the initiatives from your union or its members!

Please open the link to know more: https://gender-equality-in-science.org/

IV) EVENTS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH IUGS

SEG Announces GEOMIN 2026 to Be Hosted in Uzbekistan, 14-18 September 2026

Following the resounding success of GEOMIN 2025 in Jeddah, Saudi
GE"f;’MlN IS Arabia, in partnership with the Saudi Geological Survey; the Society of
Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) is pleased to announce that GEOMIN
2026 will take place in Tashkent, Uzbekistan from 14-18 September
STA\Y/ SR A0 - IS 2026 under the patronage of the Ministry of Mining Industry and
Geology of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

1418 SEPTEMBER 2026 . -
TASHKENT, UZBEKISTAN

This milestone marks the continued expansion of GEOMIN as a
oy . premier global forum for advancing mining geoscience, subsurface
- & @ innovation, and sustainable resource development.

S

For more information, please visit SEG Announces GEOMIN 2026 to Be Hosted in Uzbekistan, 14-18
September 2026 - SEG
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V) OTHER IMPORTANT NOTES

1)

2)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSIONS: Please adhere to the guidelines below when
submitting your news for publication in the E-Bulletin:

Number of words: Maximum 300 words with links to the other sources for more details about
the activities.

Font and Size: (Heading 1: Roboto 16, Heading 2: Roboto B12, Heading 3: Roboto-Regular
12, Heading 4: Roboto B 11, and body: Roboto 11)

Photographs: Maximum two high-resolution (inserted in the text with caption) and attached
as jpg to your email.

Language: Kindly make sure your text is corrected for language

Deadline for submission to Editors: We kindly request to submit your news by the end of each
month. For example, news of June is supposed to be published in 15t week of July. Submit
your news to the Editors:

Dr Farnoosh Farjandi (IUGS Councillor), Geological Survey of Iran, Iran

Email: farnooshfarjandi@gmail.com

Dr Wei Jun Zhao (IUGS Councillor), Shenyang Centre, China Geological Survey, China
Email: wilsonwjz@outlook.com

IUGS SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS: Follow the IUGS on social media through Facebook,

Twitter, LinkedIn, and YouTube.

CONTACT INFORMATION: To be added to or removed from the IUGS E-Bulletin
subscriber list, please email to: secretariat@iugs.org.
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